


 

MEMO 
Staff Communication-Action Required 

 

DATE:       May 8, 2024 
TO:           Gaines Charter Township  
FROM:      Rod Weersing, Township Manager 
RE:            Thornapple Farms Streetlighting District (Phases l & ll) 

 

SUMMARY OF TOPIC: 

The Township Board set a public hearing regarding the formation of a Special Assessment 
Street Light District for phases l and ll of The Thornapple Farms development. 

Because, in this instance, the developer contacted Consumers Energy directly, the process is 
not “flowing” as smoothly as it usually does.  At this time staff is waiting for cost estimates, 
placement of lights, parcel #’s and addresses. 

The formation of a Special Assessment Streetlight District requires two public hearings, one to 
hear and consider objections to the request for streetlights (and all other matters relating to 
the improvements), and another to hear and consider comments and objections to the 
Special Assessment Roll.   

The May 13th public hearing will be to consider objections to the request, the second hearing 
to consider the Special Assessment Roll will be held at a later date when all required 
information has been received. 

BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED: NONE 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends the Board move forward with the May 13th public hearing, acknowledging 
the second hearing will be held at a later date.  Since it may be up to six (6) weeks before 
we get cost estimates, etc., staff recommends the second public hearing’s date not be set 
until we have received the required information. 



 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GAINES 

MEETING LOCATION: 8555 Kalamazoo Ave., SE, Caledonia, MI 49316 

Township Board of Trustees Meeting 

*PRELIMINARY AGENDA* 

MONDAY – May 13, 2024 

Time: 7PM 

 

1. Opening Prayer ~ Laurie Lemke 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Call to Order and Attendance ~ 

4. Declaration of Conflict of Interest 

5. Review of Consent Agenda ~ items must be removed from the consent agenda in order to 

be discussed 

6. Approval of Agenda 

7. Communications ~ Informational items ~ letters, reports, updates, etc. 

a. April 2024 Building Department Revenue Report 

b. April 2024 Dutton Fire Run Report 

c. April 2024 Cutlerville Fire Run Report 

d. April 2024 Community Policing Officer’s Report 

8. Scheduled Speakers - NONE 

9. Public Comments – Public may speak regarding anything on the agenda which is NOT 

scheduled for a public hearing (comments limited to 3 minutes per speaker) 

10. Public Hearings - Thornapple Farms Special Streetlighting Assessment District 

10. Consent Agenda: 

a. Minutes – April 8, 2024 

b. Check Registers for month of April 2024 

i. General Fund (101):   $110,367.25 

ii. Public Safety SAD (205):  $184,185.18 

iii. Building Inspections (549):  $  23,954.83 

iv. Water and Sewer (590 & 591): $292,516.55 

TOTAL OF ALL FUNDS:  $611,023.81 



c. Treasurer’s Report 

 

11. New Business 

a. Consider ~ Kent County Municipal Grant Program 

b. Consider ~ Parkview Estates Plat Parcel Combination Request 

c. Consider ~ Elimination of Early Start Provisions for Multi-Family Projects 

d. Consider ~ Cutlerville Fire Contract Termination Agreement 

e. Consider ~ Cutlerville Fire Service Agreement 

f. Consider ~ Gaines Charter Township Fire Department Logo 

g. Consider ~ Clerk – Texting Software 

h. Consider ~ Metro Fibernet LLC (Metronet) – Metro Act Permit request 

i. Consider ~ Interurban Transit (The Rapid) Contract Renewal 

j. Consider ~ Black River Habitats Prairie Maintenance Request 

k. Consider ~ Water & Sewer Revised Pine Rest W&S Development Contract 

l. Consider ~ Charitable Gaming License Request 

m. Consider ~ Request for Temporary Fireworks Stand 

n. Consider ~ Road Closure Request – Little Miss Firecracker Parade 

 

12. Public Comments ~ On any topic (comments limited to 3 minutes per speaker) 

13. Manager’s Comments 

14. Supervisor’s Comments 

15. Trustee’s Comments 

NEXT SCHEDULED BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING: June 10, 2024 

ANY INTERESTED PERSONS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE IN ALL TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEE 

MEETINGS. PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES NEEDING ANYT SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS SHOULD CONTACT 

THE TOWNSHIP OFFICES ONE WEEK PRIOR TO THE MEETING TO REQUEST MOBILITY, VISUAL OR ANY OTHER 

ASSISTANCE. 

*Preliminary Agenda – Subject to Change* 

 

 

The contents of supporting documents (such as text, graphics, images, information, and 

references) are created and supplied by the author. 





Dashboard: Fire Board Report
Topic: Dutton (Custom Date)
Timeframe: Jan 01, 2024 to Apr 30, 2024

5/10/2024 12:37:34 PM Page 1

Incidents by District/Zone
Jan 01, 2023 12:00 AM to May 10, 2024 12:37 PM

Byron Township Fire 0 0 0 1 0 1 0% 0 0% N/A

Byron Twp Fire - Byron Twp 0 0 0 0 0 0 0% 3 1% -100%

Caledonia Township 3 3 2 0 0 8 2% 7 3% 14.29%

Cascade Township 0 0 0 0 0 0 0% 1 0% -100%

Cutlerville - Byron Township 1 2 1 2 1 7 2% 6 2% 16.67%

Cutlerville - Gaines Township 13 7 5 12 1 38 11% 29 10% 31.03%

Kentwood 2 2 1 0 0 5 1% 6 2% -16.67%

Leighton Township 0 0 0 0 0 0 0% 1 0% -100%

Zone 01S - Dutton 2 1 1 1 0 5 1% 6 2% -16.67%

Zone 02S - Dutton 14 9 7 10 2 42 12% 35 13% 20%

Zone 03S - Dutton 6 5 1 12 2 26 8% 26 9% 0%

Zone 04S - Dutton 21 14 11 14 7 67 20% 44 16% 52.27%

Zone 05S - Dutton 8 3 11 6 1 29 9% 0 0% N/A

Zone 06S - Dutton 4 2 4 4 1 15 4% 17 6% -11.76%

Zone 07S - Dutton 4 4 9 3 2 22 7% 21 8% 4.76%

Zone 08S - Dutton 5 3 0 3 0 11 3% 11 4% 0%

Zone 09S - Dutton 4 4 6 0 0 14 4% 27 10% -48.15%

Zone 10S - Dutton 0 0 1 0 0 1 0% 0 0% N/A

Zone 11R - Dutton 1 0 1 0 0 2 1% 2 1% 0%

Zone 12R - Dutton 1 3 1 0 0 5 1% 3 1% 66.67%

Zone 13R - Dutton 0 2 0 1 0 3 1% 3 1% 0%

Zone 14R - Dutton 2 1 0 1 1 5 1% 4 1% 25%

Zone 15R - Dutton 1 0 1 2 0 4 1% 3 1% 33.33%

Zone 16R - Dutton 1 5 1 1 0 8 2% 2 1% 300%

Zone 17R - Dutton 0 0 0 0 0 0 0% 2 1% -100%

Zone 18R - Dutton 3 0 1 0 0 4 1% 1 0% 300%

Zone 19R - Dutton 0 0 0 1 0 1 0% 5 2% -80%

Grand Total 99 72 69 79 18 337 100% 278 100% 21.22%

2024 2024 2023

District/Zone Jan Feb Mar Apr May Grand Total - Current % of Total Incidents - Current Grand Total - Previous % of Total Incidents - Previous YTD % Change





Dashboard: Fire Board Report
Topic: Dutton (Custom Date)
Timeframe: Jan 01, 2024 to Apr 30, 2024

5/10/2024 12:37:34 PM Page 2

Zone 20R - Dutton 1 2 2 1 0 6 2% 5 2% 20%

Zone 21R - Dutton 0 0 1 1 0 2 1% 3 1% -33.33%

Zone 22R - Dutton 2 0 1 2 0 5 1% 3 1% 66.67%

Zone 23R - Dutton 0 0 0 1 0 1 0% 2 1% -50%

Grand Total 99 72 69 79 18 337 100% 278 100% 21.22%

2024 2024 2023

District/Zone Jan Feb Mar Apr May Grand Total - Current % of Total Incidents - Current Grand Total - Previous % of Total Incidents - Previous YTD % Change



Dashboard: Fire Board Report
Topic: Dutton (Custom Date)
Timeframe: Jan 01, 2024 to Apr 30, 2024

5/10/2024 12:37:59 PM Page 1

Incidents by Category and Month
Jan 01, 2023 12:00 AM to May 10, 2024 12:38 PM

1 - Fire 5 7 4 1 0 17 5% 11 4% 54.55%

2 - Overpressure Rupture, Explosion, Overheat (No Fire) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0% 1 0% -100%

3 - Rescue & Emergency Medical Service Incident 63 43 45 55 14 220 65% 190 68% 15.79%

4 - Hazardous Condition (No Fire) 7 2 3 2 1 15 4% 8 3% 87.50%

5 - Service Call 5 3 1 2 0 11 3% 15 5% -26.67%

6 - Good Intent Call 6 12 10 14 1 43 13% 32 12% 34.38%

7 - False Alarm & False Call 13 5 6 4 2 30 9% 21 8% 42.86%

8 - Severe Weather & Natural Disaster 0 0 0 1 0 1 0% 0 0% N/A

Grand Total 99 72 69 79 18 337 100% 278 100% 21.22%

2024 2024 2023

Incident Type Category Jan Feb Mar Apr May Grand Total - Current % of Total Incidents - Current Grand Total - Previous % of Total Incidents - Previous YTD % Change





Dashboard: Fire Board Report
Topic: Dutton (Custom Date)
Timeframe: Jan 01, 2024 to Apr 30, 2024

5/10/2024 12:39:22 PM Page 1

Monthly Call Volume Year over Year
Jan 01, 2023 12:00 AM to May 10, 2024 12:39 PM

January 99 29% 66 24% 50%

February 72 21% 68 24% 5.88%

March 69 20% 71 26% -2.82%

April 79 23% 48 17% 64.58%

May 19 6% 25 9% -24%

Grand Total 338 100% 278 100% 21.58%

2024 2023

Month Name Grand Total - Current % of Total Incidents - Current Grand Total - Previous % of Total Incidents - Previous YTD % Change


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Dashboard: Fire Board Report
Topic: Dutton (Custom Date)
Timeframe: Jan 01, 2024 to Apr 30, 2024

5/10/2024 12:40:22 PM Page 1

Calls in Progress
Jan 01, 2024 12:00 AM to Apr 30, 2024 11:59 PM

0 Calls In Progress 300 46.95% 2,765 95.23%

1 Call In Progress 318 49.77% 135 4.64%

2 Calls In Progress 20 3.13% 4 0.12%

3 Calls In Progress 1 0.16% 0 0.01%

Totals 639 100% 2,904 100%

Calls in Progress Occurrences % of Occurrences Hours % of Hours


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Dashboard: Fire Board Report
Topic: Dutton (Custom Date)
Timeframe: Jan 01, 2024 to Apr 30, 2024

5/10/2024 12:38:41 PM Page 1

Aid Given and Received Summary
Jan 01, 2024 to Apr 30, 2024

Caledonia Township Fire
Department

4 0% 2 0% 3 0% 3 0%

City of Kentwood Fire Department 4 0% 4 0% 0 0% 1 0%

Cutlerville Fire Department 5 0% 4 0% 28 0% 13 0%

Leighton Township Fire Department 0 0% 1 0% 0 0% 0 0%

Overall 13 100% 11 100% 31 100% 17 100%

Fire Department
Automatic Aid

Given
% of Total Automatic Aid

Given
Automatic Aid

Received
% of Total Automatic Aid

Received
Mutual Aid

Given
% of Total Mutual Aid

Given Mutual Aid Received % of Total Mutual Aid Received





Dashboard: Fire Board Report
Topic: Cutlerville - Monthly (Custom Date)
Timeframe: Jan 01, 2024 to Apr 30, 2024

5/10/2024 12:13:39 PM Page 1

Incidents by District/Zone
Jan 01, 2023 12:00 AM to May 10, 2024 12:13 PM

B1U - Byron Township 8 4 1 2 0 15 2% 10 1% 50%

B2U - Byron Township 21 32 18 29 6 106 13% 118 15% -10.17%

B3U - Byron Township 11 6 9 9 7 42 5% 50 7% -16%

B4U - Byron Township 33 26 17 25 5 106 13% 75 10% 41.33%

B5S - Byron Township 0 0 0 0 1 1 0% 6 1% -83.33%

B6S - Byron Township 13 14 13 11 5 56 7% 53 7% 5.66%

B7R - Byron Township 2 3 4 1 0 10 1% 3 0% 233.33%

B8R - Byron Township 1 0 1 0 0 2 0% 2 0% 0%

Byron Township Fire 5 0 2 0 0 7 1% 7 1% 0%

Dutton Fire Department 8 5 3 4 1 21 3% 5 1% 320%

G1U - Gaines Township 35 18 24 47 7 131 16% 161 21% -18.63%

G2S - Gaines Township 19 15 11 13 6 64 8% 81 11% -20.99%

G3U - Gaines Township 34 34 25 27 9 129 16% 93 12% 38.71%

G4S - Gaines Township 4 9 6 6 3 28 3% 17 2% 64.71%

G5S - Gaines Township 11 6 7 16 0 40 5% 42 5% -4.76%

G6S - Gaines Township 3 1 3 3 2 12 1% 10 1% 20%

G7R - Gaines Township 2 1 5 1 2 11 1% 12 2% -8.33%

G8R - Gaines Township 2 1 1 1 0 5 1% 3 0% 66.67%

Kentwood 2 6 3 4 2 17 2% 15 2% 13.33%

Wyoming 2 1 0 0 0 3 0% 6 1% -50%

Grand Total 216 182 153 199 56 806 100% 769 100% 4.81%

2024 2024 2023

District/Zone Jan Feb Mar Apr May Grand Total - Current % of Total Incidents - Current Grand Total - Previous % of Total Incidents - Previous YTD % Change





Dashboard: Fire Board Report
Topic: Cutlerville - Monthly (Custom Date)
Timeframe: Jan 01, 2024 to Apr 30, 2024

5/10/2024 12:14:29 PM Page 1

Incidents by Category and Month
Jan 01, 2023 12:00 AM to May 10, 2024 12:14 PM

1 - Fire 6 9 5 9 4 33 4% 20 3% 65%

2 - Overpressure Rupture, Explosion, Overheat (No Fire) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0% 1 0% -100%

3 - Rescue & Emergency Medical Service Incident 155 129 105 134 36 559 69% 560 73% -0.18%

4 - Hazardous Condition (No Fire) 9 1 4 5 0 19 2% 14 2% 35.71%

5 - Service Call 3 2 2 7 3 17 2% 10 1% 70%

6 - Good Intent Call 27 18 17 18 6 86 11% 89 12% -3.37%

7 - False Alarm & False Call 16 21 17 21 6 81 10% 64 8% 26.56%

8 - Severe Weather & Natural Disaster 0 0 1 1 0 2 0% 0 0% N/A

9 - Special Incident Type 0 2 2 4 1 9 1% 11 1% -18.18%

Grand Total 216 182 153 199 56 806 100% 769 100% 4.81%

2024 2024 2023

Incident Type Category Jan Feb Mar Apr May Grand Total - Current % of Total Incidents - Current Grand Total - Previous % of Total Incidents - Previous YTD % Change


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Dashboard: Fire Board Report
Topic: Cutlerville - Monthly (Custom Date)
Timeframe: Jan 01, 2024 to Apr 30, 2024

5/10/2024 12:16:33 PM Page 1

Monthly Call Volume Year over Year
Jan 01, 2023 12:00 AM to May 10, 2024 12:16 PM

January 216 27% 184 24% 17.39%

February 182 23% 161 21% 13.04%

March 153 19% 192 25% -20.31%

April 199 25% 168 22% 18.45%

May 56 7% 64 8% -12.50%

Grand Total 806 100% 769 100% 4.81%

2024 2023

Month Name Grand Total - Current % of Total Incidents - Current Grand Total - Previous % of Total Incidents - Previous YTD % Change


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Dashboard: Fire Board Report
Topic: Cutlerville - Monthly (Custom Date)
Timeframe: Jan 01, 2024 to Apr 30, 2024

5/10/2024 12:15:32 PM Page 1

Aid Given and Received Summary
Jan 01, 2024 to Apr 30, 2024

Byron Township Fire Department 3 0% 4 0% 0 0% 13 0%

City of Kentwood Fire Department 4 0% 8 0% 0 0% 9 0%

City of Wyoming Fire Department 1 0% 2 0% 1 0% 3 0%

Dutton Fire Department 5 0% 5 0% 13 0% 26 0%

Overall 13 100% 19 100% 14 100% 51 100%

Fire Department Automatic Aid Given % of Total Automatic Aid Given Automatic Aid Received % of Total Automatic Aid Received Mutual Aid Given % of Total Mutual Aid Given Mutual Aid Received % of Total Mutual Aid Received





Dashboard: Fire Board Report
Topic: Cutlerville - Monthly (Custom Date)
Timeframe: Jan 01, 2024 to Apr 30, 2024

5/10/2024 12:17:39 PM Page 1

Calls in Progress
Jan 01, 2024 12:00 AM to Apr 30, 2024 11:59 PM

0 Calls In Progress 676 45.04% 2,636 90.77%

1 Call In Progress 747 49.77% 253 8.71%

2 Calls In Progress 75 5% 15 0.50%

3 Calls In Progress 3 0.20% 0 0.02%

Totals 1,501 100% 2,904 100%

Calls in Progress Occurrences % of Occurrences Hours % of Hours





 

 

 

 

APRIL 2024 GAINES TOWNSHIP CP REPORT 

 

 

COMPLETED 

 

-Took a week of vacation to Florida with my family 

-Attended a Safe and Secure Elections training at Grand Valley with Clerk Brew 

-Attended the Sheriff’s Office April block training 

-Assisted the road patrol with obtaining some video from the library on a theft complaint 

-Worked with Green Meadow Management on a problem tenant on South Green Meadow 

-Worked some more on National Night Out (finalized helicopter landing zone, contact for 
funding, site prep with South Christian) 

-Put together an updated calls for service list for Rob and Rod 

-Working with the Army National Guard for an equipment display at National Night Out 

-Dealt with 2 sex offender issues (both on Eastern) for our records department  

-Patrolled various portions of the M6 trail 

-Assisted on an indecent juvenile call along S Division near M6 

-Assisted a resident on a gun issue at the south precinct  

-Working with a business owner in the 3300blk of 68th St on some neighbor issues 

-Assisted Dutton URC with some procedural questions 

-Worked with our detective bureau on deploying our bait car in Gaines Township (yep, it was 
stolen, and we arrested 4 people)  

-Helped the Byron CP Deputy with a silent observer tip 

-Working with Preservation Lakes neighborhood safety group on our next meeting 

-Worked with a resident along Division on a tornado safety plan 

-Looked into a Zoning issue for Dan Wells 6800 blk of Madison Ave 



 

 

-Assisted Dutton Mill MHP with preparing a neighborhood watch group 

-Assisted Dutton Christian School with their Grandparents Day traffic 

-Assisted South Christian High School with some neighbor kids trespassing 

-Helped a resident of the Grand Motel with a stalking issue 

-Spoke with a resident about a shooting complaint along Wing Ave 

-Assisted a resident on Wayne St with an issue on the Buck Creek extension. We worked with 
the Kent County Drain Commission on the same issue 

 

ONGOING / UPCOMING 

 

-Crossing Guard duty at Legacy Christians upcoming Grandparents Day 

-Attending Legacy Christians upcoming Field Day 

-Attending the Steven’s Pointe Neighborhood meeting 

-Holding an Active Shooter presentation at Covenant Church 
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Gaines Township Board Minutes 
April 08, 2024 

MINUTES OF GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 
FOR THE REGULAR 7:00 PM MEETING 

April 08, 2024 
 

Present:  Clerk Brew, Treasurer Lemke, Trustees Fryling, Terpstra, VanderStel  Staff:  Manager Weersing, 
Community Development Director Wells 
 
Absent with notice:  Supervisor DeWard, Trustee Haagsma 
 
Opening prayer was given by Board Member Brew and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

1.  The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Board Member Lemke. 

Motion by Board Member Vander Stel and seconded by Board Member Terpstra to appoint Board 
Member Brew to chair the meeting in Supervisor DeWard’s absence. 

VOICE VOTE: 5 Aye. 0 Nay. Motion carried on voice vote. 

2.  Question of Conflict of Interest 

None 

3.  Review of the Consent Agenda. 

None 

4.   Meeting Agenda 

Motion by Board Member Lemke and seconded by Board Member Vander Stel to approve the proposed 
agenda. 

VOICE VOTE: 5 Aye. 0 Nay. Motion carried on voice vote. 

5.   Communications ~ Non-action Informational Items 

a) March 2024 Building Department Revenue Report 
b) March 2024 Dutton Fire Run Report 
c) March 2024 Cutlerville Fire Run Report 
d) March 2024 Community Policing Officer’s Report 
e) March 2024 Kent County Road Commission Newsletter 

6.   Scheduled Speakers 

None. 

7.  Recognition of Individuals and/or Delegations for agenda and non-agenda items.  

None. 

8.  Public Hearings   

A   Rezoning of 7610 Division Avenue SE from Heavy Industrial to Neighborhood Commercial. 
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Gaines Township Board Minutes 
April 08, 2024 

Motion by Board Member Fryling and seconded by Board Member Vander Stel to open the Public 
Hearing for Rezoning of 7610 Division Avenue SE from Heavy Industrial to Neighborhood Commercial. 

VOICE VOTE: 5 Aye. 0 Nay. Motion carried on voice vote. 

No one spoke. 

Motion by Board Member Vander Stel and seconded by Board Member Terpstra to close the Public 
Hearing for Rezoning of 7610 Division Avenue SE from Heavy Industrial to Neighborhood Commercial. 

VOICE VOTE: 5 Aye. 0 Nay. Motion carried on voice vote. 

9.  Approval of the Consent Agenda 

Motion by Board Member Lemke and seconded by Board Member Fryling to approve the Consent 
agenda including the March 11, 2024 Township Board meeting minutes; General fund expenditures 
from 03/1/2024 through 03/31/2024 totaling $112,220.64; Public Safety Special Assessment District 
expenditures totaling $272,428.49; Building inspections totaling $47,777.09; Water and sewer fund 
expenditures $457,201.83; and Treasurer’s report for February 2024 and 2023 Summary Report. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Board Member Lemke - yes, Board Member Fryling - yes, Board Member Terpstra - 
yes, Board Member Vander Stel - yes, Board Member Brew - yes.   Motion carried. 

10.   New Business 

A.  Rezoning of 7610 Division Avenue SE from Heavy Industrial to Neighborhood Commercial 

Motion by Board Member Lemke and seconded by Board Member Vander Stel to approve Rezoning of 
7610 Division Avenue SE from Heavy Industrial to Neighborhood Commercial with the Planning 
Commission recommendations. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Board Member Lemke - yes, Board Member Vander Stel - yes, Board Member Terpstra 
- yes, Board Member Brew - yes, Board Member Fryling - yes.  Motion carried. 

B.  Hoffman Meadows Phase II Preliminary Plat Approval 

Motion by Board Member Lemke and seconded by Board Member Terpstra to approve the Hoffman 
Meadows Phase II Preliminary Plat Approval with conditions in the staff report. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Board Member Lemke - yes, Board Member Terpstra - yes, Board Member Vander Stel 
- yes, Board Member Brew - yes, Board Member Fryling - yes.  Motion carried. 

C.   Township’s Natural Resources Inventory 

Motion by Board Member Lemke and seconded by Board Member Terpstra to postpone the project 
definitely to October 2024 with fee budgeted in the 2025 budget with educational materials developed 
and communication to community of research. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Board Member Lemke - yes, Board Member Terpstra - yes, Board Member Vander Stel 
- yes, Board Member Brew - yes, Board Member Fryling - yes.  Motion carried. 

D.   Request for Temporary Fireworks Stand 
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Gaines Township Board Minutes 
April 08, 2024 

Motion by Board Member Lemke and seconded by Board Member Fryling to grant the request for a 
temporary fireworks stand with conditions outlined in the staff request. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Board Member Lemke - yes, Board Member Fryling - yes, Board Member Terpstra - 
yes, Board Member Vander Stel - no, Board Member Brew - no.  Motion carried. 

E.   Ordinance waiver for Cemetery Bench 

Motion by Board Member Vander Stel and seconded by Board Member Terpstra to grant the cemetery 
ordinance exemption with condition that the monument company work with the sexton to install 
appropriate base. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Board Member Vander Stel - yes, Board Member Terpstra - yes, Board Member Fryling 
- yes, Board Member Lemke - yes, Board Member Brew - yes.  Motion carried. 

F.   Purchase Mower for Dutton Fire Department 

Motion by Board Member Terpstra and seconded by Board Member Vander Stel to approve the 
purchase of the Walter’s Equipment mower for $7,903.46 for the Dutton Fire Department. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Board Member Terpstra - yes, Board Member Vander Stel - yes, Board Member Lemke 
- yes, Board Member Brew - yes, Board Member Fryling - yes.  Motion carried. 

G.   Thornapple Farms Street Light Special Assessment District 

Motion by Board Member Lemke and seconded by Board Member Vander Stel to set a public hearing 
for May 13, 2024, for Thornapple Farms Street Light Special Assessment District. 

VOICE VOTE: 5 Aye. 0 Nay. Motion carried on voice vote. 

H.   Water and Sewer Development Contract for Prairie Wolf Station 

Motion by Board Member Vander Stel and seconded by Board Member Terpstra to approve the Water 
and Sewer Development Contract for Prairie Wolf Station. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Board Member Vander Stel - yes, Board Member Terpstra - yes, Board Member Brew - 
yes, Board Member Fryling - yes, Board Member Lemke - yes.  Motion carried. 

I.   Township Manager’s Annual Review 

Motion by Board Member Lemke and seconded by Board Member Vander Stel to increase the Township 
Manager’s salary by $5,000 retroactive to February 27, 2024, to extend his contract by a year to 
February 27, 2026, and to approve the expenditure for Birkman Assessment coaching. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Board Member Lemke - yes, Board Member Vander Stel - yes, Board Member Brew - 
yes, Board Member Fryling - yes, Board Member Terpstra - yes.  Motion carried. 

11.  Public Comments 

Two South Christian students presented a recommendation to the Township Board to install Pickleball 
Courts in the Prairie Wolf Park. 

12.   Manager’s comments 
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None. 

13.   Supervisor’s comments. 

None. 

14.   Trustees comments 

Pine Rest security issue is still under discussion. 

15.  Adjournment 

Board Member Brew adjourned the meeting at 08:37 p.m. 

 

 

________________________      ________________________ 
Michael Alex Brew, Clerk                                      Robert DeWard, Supervisor              
 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Amber VanderMolen, Deputy Clerk 
       



05/01/2024                             CHECK DISBURSEMENT REPORT FOR GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP                                       
                                              CHECK DATE FROM 04/01/2024 - 04/30/2024                                              

Check Date Bank Check # Payee Description Amount

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33457 123.NET TELECOMMUNICATIONS 503.00

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33458 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES TWP OFFICE RECYCLE BIN 44.99

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33459# ARROWASTE INC TWP OFFICE 160.94
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33459 ARROWASTE INC BLAIN CEMETERY 63.80
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33459 ARROWASTE INC LIBRARY 80.80

CHECK GEN 2 33459 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 305.54

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33460# BUSINESS SYSTEM SOLUTIONS, INC WORKSTATION SETUP FOR LAURIE 199.00
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33460 BUSINESS SYSTEM SOLUTIONS, INC TWP HALL CFD DFD IT 4,765.11
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33460 BUSINESS SYSTEM SOLUTIONS, INC BUILDING DEPT UPGRADE 199.99

CHECK GEN 2 33460 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 5,164.10

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33462# CONSUMERS ENERGY 49511 LED LIGHTS 2,199.90
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33462 CONSUMERS ENERGY 6610 DIV. STREET LIGHTS , ELECTRIC 103.10
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33462 CONSUMERS ENERGY 6455 DIV. STLIGHTS 105.58
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33462 CONSUMERS ENERGY 6883 DIV.ST LIGHTS 131.46
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33462 CONSUMERS ENERGY STREET LIGHTS 14,650.74
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33462 CONSUMERS ENERGY ELECTRIC, 1270 68TH ST BLAIN CEMETERY 70.07
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33462 CONSUMERS ENERGY ELECTRIC 1270 68TH ST. BLAIN CEMETERY 58.12

CHECK GEN 2 33462 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 17,318.97

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33463# FIRST BANKCARD CENTER ELECTIONS MEALS , CONFERENCES 1,244.64
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33463 FIRST BANKCARD CENTER ELECTIONS MEALS , CONFERENCES 40.63
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33463 FIRST BANKCARD CENTER ELECTIONS MEALS , CONFERENCES 2,058.21



04/04/2024 GEN 2 33463 FIRST BANKCARD CENTER ELECTIONS MEALS , CONFERENCES 59.30
CHECK GEN 2 33463 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 3,402.78

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33464 FIRST BANKCARD CENTER CFD, DFD,MEALS CHAIN SAW 494.95

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33465 FIRST BANKCARD CENTER BBOARD OF REVIEWS MEALS 265.34

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33466 FIRST BANKCARD CENTER WATER, MICHIGAN PLUMBING AND MECHANICAL CODE ,NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE17.07

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33467 FIRST BANKCARD CENTER KEYS, FUNNEL,MISC. 15.86

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33468# JACK'S LAWN & SNOWPLOWING, INC SNOWPLOWING, FOR TWP HALL AND GROUNDS 2,062.38
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33468 JACK'S LAWN & SNOWPLOWING, INC 8557 SHERIFF DEPT.SNOWPLOWING 690.04
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33468 JACK'S LAWN & SNOWPLOWING, INC 1270 68TH STREET , BLAIN CEMETERY 285.71
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33468 JACK'S LAWN & SNOWPLOWING, INC DUTTON CEMETERY1 285.71
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33468 JACK'S LAWN & SNOWPLOWING, INC LIBRARY SNOWPLOWING 1,030.81

CHECK GEN 2 33468 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 4,354.65

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33470 LAMPHEAR SERVICE COMPANY INC FIXED LEAK INTHE WOMANS RESTROOM CEILING 143.00

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33471# MEYERS CLEANING SERVICE INC TWP CLEANING,AND LIBRARY CLEANING 1,233.50
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33471 MEYERS CLEANING SERVICE INC TWP CLEANING,AND LIBRARY CLEANING 1,233.50

CHECK GEN 2 33471 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 2,467.00

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33472# STAPLES CLERK AND GEN ADMIN OFFICE SUPPLIES 19.60
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33472 STAPLES CLERK AND GEN ADMIN OFFICE SUPPLIES 54.32
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33472 STAPLES GEN ADMIN PAPER 45.18
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33472 STAPLES GEN ADMIN BATTERY BACKUP 80.00

CHECK GEN 2 33472 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 199.10



04/11/2024 GEN 2 107(E)# BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH ** VOIDED **
04/11/2024 GEN 2 107(E) BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH ** VOIDED **
04/11/2024 GEN 2 107(E) BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH ** VOIDED **
04/11/2024 GEN 2 107(E) BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH ** VOIDED **
04/11/2024 GEN 2 107(E) BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH ** VOIDED **
04/11/2024 GEN 2 107(E) BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH ** VOIDED **
04/11/2024 GEN 2 107(E) BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH ** VOIDED **

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33476# AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES BLUETOOTH MOUSE,WIRELESS 32.99
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33476 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES KEY 7.98

CHECK GEN 2 33476 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 40.97

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33477 BOSTON SQUARE LOCK & KEY INC REKEYED & MASTER KEY,  DOOR PLATE, REMODEL PLATE, KEY LOCK,CONTROL KEY, LABOR397.00

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33479 CLARK HILL LEGAL SERVICES 467.50

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33483 DEAN'S EXCAVATING REMOVED TRASH,HAUL TO LANDFILL,MACHINE TIME, TRUCKING AND LABOR6,950.00

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33484 ELECTION SOURCE ICX PRINTER 810.00



04/11/2024 GEN 2 33487 GREATAMERICA FINANCIAL SERVICES CONTRACTED SERVICES 969.00

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33488 HORIZON COMMUNITY PLANNING LLC WORKING DRAFT CHAPTERS,GENERAL INQUIRIES 1,332.50

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33491 MAYNARDS WATER CONDITIONING LLC 12/40LB SALT 189.60

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33493# MICHAEL BREW MILEAGE/ELECTION/CLERK 158.79
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33493 MICHAEL BREW MILEAGE/ELECTION/CLERK 79.73

CHECK GEN 2 33493 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 238.52

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33494 MICHIGAN TOWNSHIP ASSOCIATION REQUIRED TRAINING (FEB 13)  / BOARD ID REVIEW TRAINING 150.00

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33496 ROD WEERSING MILEAGE 43.55
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33496 ROD WEERSING MILEAGE 78.39
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33496 ROD WEERSING MILEAGE 89.11
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33496 ROD WEERSING PHONE STIPEND 75.00

CHECK GEN 2 33496 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 286.05

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33497 SIEGFRIED CRANDALL VOS & LEWIS AUDITING SERVICES FOR YEAR ENDING 12/31/2023 17,000.00

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33499# T-MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 21.60
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33499 T-MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 43.20
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33499 T-MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 21.60
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33499 T-MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 38.60
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33499 T-MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 194.25
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33499 T-MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 21.60
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33499 T-MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 43.20

CHECK GEN 2 33499 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 384.05



04/11/2024 GEN 2 33501# THE SUN AND NEWS DISPLAY PUBLIC HEARING,EAST PARIS, 8808 EASTERN AVE. LANSCAPING,AGRICULTRAL,STONECO ANNUAL REVIEW133.80
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33501 THE SUN AND NEWS DISPLAY PUBLIC HEARING,EAST PARIS, 8808 EASTERN AVE. LANSCAPING,AGRICULTRAL,STONECO ANNUAL REVIEW106.20
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33501 THE SUN AND NEWS DISPLAY PUBLIC HEARING,EAST PARIS, 8808 EASTERN AVE. LANSCAPING,AGRICULTRAL,STONECO ANNUAL REVIEW286.20

CHECK GEN 2 33501 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 526.20

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33503 ACCIDENT FUND WORKER"S COMPENSATION INSURANCE 2,230.96

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33504 ADOBE INC SOFTWARE, APRIL 2024-APRIL 2025 5,743.08

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33505# AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES COMPUTER MONITOR 149.99
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33505 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES SCREEN PROTECTOR,SECURITY SHIELD FILTER 54.38
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33505 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES FILE CABINET 149.00
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33505 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES SHOULDER BAG MILITARY SATCHEL,WIRELESS MOUSE FOR LAPTOP 34.53
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33505 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES SHOULDER BAG MILITARY SATCHEL,WIRELESS MOUSE FOR LAPTOP 38.99

CHECK GEN 2 33505 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 426.89

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33506 BLUE CROSS HSA VISION 182.38

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33507 CINTAS BLACK MATS 90.13

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33509 DAKOTA J. SWAN MILEAGE 42.81

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33510 DAN WELLS PARKING FOR RIGHT PLACE MEETING 10.00



04/19/2024 GEN 2 33511# DELTA DENTAL HEALTH &  LIFE INSURANCE 114.61
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33511 DELTA DENTAL HEALTH &  LIFE INSURANCE 183.95
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33511 DELTA DENTAL HEALTH &  LIFE INSURANCE 268.30
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33511 DELTA DENTAL HEALTH &  LIFE INSURANCE 39.80
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33511 DELTA DENTAL HEALTH &  LIFE INSURANCE 208.96
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33511 DELTA DENTAL HEALTH &  LIFE INSURANCE 39.80
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33511 DELTA DENTAL HEALTH &  LIFE INSURANCE 134.15

CHECK GEN 2 33511 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 989.57

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33512 FIRST UNUM LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY HEALTH AND LIFE INSURANCE 1,390.07

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33513 INTERURBAN TRANSIT PARTNERSHIP CONTRACT SERVICE FOR : APRIL 2024 3,278.64
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33513 INTERURBAN TRANSIT PARTNERSHIP CONTRACT SERVICE FOR APRIL2024, RUAL GO BUS 671.14

CHECK GEN 2 33513 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 3,949.78

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33514 JND SNOWPLOWING  INC 2023-2024 SNOWPLOW 2,357.14

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33516# KIM TRIPLETT ON CALL COMMUNITY ROOM, CELL PHONE 25.00
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33516 KIM TRIPLETT ON CALL COMMUNITY ROOM, CELL PHONE 50.00

CHECK GEN 2 33516 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 75.00

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33517 MEDMUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE 430.30

04/26/2024 GEN 2 109(E)# BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH 232.85
04/26/2024 GEN 2 109(E) BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH 232.86
04/26/2024 GEN 2 109(E) BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH 1,548.50
04/26/2024 GEN 2 109(E) BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH 523.93
04/26/2024 GEN 2 109(E) BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH 2,939.83
04/26/2024 GEN 2 109(E) BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH 669.48
04/26/2024 GEN 2 109(E) BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH 1,630.00

CHECK GEN 2 109(E) TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 7,777.45



04/26/2024 GEN 2 33520# BLOOM SLUGGETT LEGAL SERVICES 888.00
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33520 BLOOM SLUGGETT LEGAL SERVICES 312.00

CHECK GEN 2 33520 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 1,200.00

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33521# BS&A SOFTWARE PERMIT APPLICATION,PAYROLL,ASSESSING 1,158.00
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33521 BS&A SOFTWARE PERMIT APPLICATION,PAYROLL,ASSESSING 1,903.00
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33521 BS&A SOFTWARE PERMIT APPLICATION,PAYROLL,ASSESSING 2,193.00
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33521 BS&A SOFTWARE PERMIT APPLICATION,PAYROLL,ASSESSING 731.50

CHECK GEN 2 33521 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 5,985.50

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33523# CONSUMERS ENERGY TWP ELECTRIC 3,696.02
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33523 CONSUMERS ENERGY TRAFFIC CIRCLE 97.58
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33523 CONSUMERS ENERGY 7261 DIV. AVE. STREET LIGHTS 99.04
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33523 CONSUMERS ENERGY DUTTON CEMETERY, ELECTRIC 28.77
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33523 CONSUMERS ENERGY LIBRARY, ELECTRIC 682.92

CHECK GEN 2 33523 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 4,604.33

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33524 DAN WELLS MILEAGE ** VOIDED **

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33526# DJ'S LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT TWP GAINES,MONTHLY 2,228.78
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33526 DJ'S LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT LIBRARY, MONTHLY 187.00

CHECK GEN 2 33526 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 2,415.78

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33527# DTE ENERGY TWP, NATURAL GAS 1,476.71
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33527 DTE ENERGY LIBRARY, NATURAL GAS 388.71

CHECK GEN 2 33527 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 1,865.42

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33528 GORDON WATER 6/5GAL WATER DELIVERED H/C COOLER RENT 49.99



04/26/2024 GEN 2 33529 HUIZINGA LAWN SPRINKLING INC LIBRARY, SPRINKLING 152.25

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33530# IPM SERVICES INSPECTION ,TWP 42.00
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33530 IPM SERVICES INSPECTION FOR LIBRARY 25.00

CHECK GEN 2 33530 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 67.00

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33533 KCAAO 2024 REG. AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP DUES  , JIM ZENAS 105.00
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33533 KCAAO REG AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP DUES,KAREN GEHRLS 105.00
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33533 KCAAO MICHAEL VISBARA,2024 REG.AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP DUES 105.00

CHECK GEN 2 33533 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 315.00

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33536# LAMPHEAR SERVICE COMPANY INC ANNUAL MAINTENANCE, INSPECTIONS 1,455.00
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33536 LAMPHEAR SERVICE COMPANY INC COMPLETED ANNUAL MAINTENANCE, LIBRARY 640.00

CHECK GEN 2 33536 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 2,095.00

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33539 MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF PLANNI MEMBER DUES 65.00

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33540# MINER SUPPLY COMPANY SUPPLIES FOR TWP 309.37
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33540 MINER SUPPLY COMPANY LIBRARY, SUPPLIES 182.53

CHECK GEN 2 33540 TOTAL FOR FUND 101: 491.90

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33543 STAR 2 STAR COMMUNICATIONS TELECOMMUNICATIONS FOR TWP 886.78

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33545 WEST MICHIGAN DOCUMENT SHREDDING LL SHREDDING SERVICE 40.00
Total for fund 101 GENERAL FUND 110,367.25

  '#'-INDICATES CHECK DISTRIBUTED TO MORE THAN ONE DEPARTMENT



05/01/2024                             CHECK DISBURSEMENT REPORT FOR GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP                                       
                                              CHECK DATE FROM 04/01/2024 - 04/30/2024                                              

Check Date Bank Check # Payee Description Amount

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33458 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES CFD TARPS 132.18
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33458 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES CFD FIREMAN'S SCBA RESPIRATOR 192.00

CHECK GEN 2 33458 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 324.18

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33459# ARROWASTE INC CFD 128.79
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33459 ARROWASTE INC DFD 53.52

CHECK GEN 2 33459 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 182.31

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33460# BUSINESS SYSTEM SOLUTIONS, INC TWP HALL CFD DFD IT 1,095.45
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33460 BUSINESS SYSTEM SOLUTIONS, INC TWP HALL CFD DFD IT 485.00

CHECK GEN 2 33460 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 1,580.45

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33461 COMCAST DFD 244.64

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33462 CONSUMERS ENERGY 11 68TH ST. CFD 1,051.05

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33464# FIRST BANKCARD CENTER CFD, DFD,MEALS CHAIN SAW 40.58
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33464 FIRST BANKCARD CENTER CFD, DFD,MEALS CHAIN SAW 40.58

CHECK GEN 2 33464 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 81.16



04/04/2024 GEN 2 33468# JACK'S LAWN & SNOWPLOWING, INC CFD SNOWPLOWING 981.72
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33468 JACK'S LAWN & SNOWPLOWING, INC DFD SNOWPLOWING 981.72

CHECK GEN 2 33468 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 1,963.44

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33469 LAIR INVESTIGATIONS DFD NEW HIRE 200.00
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33469 LAIR INVESTIGATIONS DFD NEW HIRE 220.00

CHECK GEN 2 33469 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 420.00

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33473 TOTAL FIRE PROTECTION DFD FIRE ALARM MONITORING 540.00

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33474 VECTORSOLUTIONS LEARNING CFD SCHEDULING, MEMBERSHIP, MAINTENANCE FEE,,ENTERPRISE SOLUTION4,661.48

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33475# WEX BANK CFD DFD FUEL 960.48
04/04/2024 GEN 2 33475 WEX BANK CFD DFD FUEL 37.26

CHECK GEN 2 33475 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 997.74

04/11/2024 GEN 2 107(E)# BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH ** VOIDED **
04/11/2024 GEN 2 107(E) BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH ** VOIDED **

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33476 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES BACK UP ALARM 67.92

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33478 BYRON TOWNSHIP TREASURER JAN.-MARCH 2024 440.50

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33480 COMCAST TELECOMMUNICATIONS 323.54



04/11/2024 GEN 2 33481 COREWELL HEALTH CFD, FIRE FIGHTER PHYSICAL, FOR SETH KLOTZLE 485.00

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33482 DAVE VANPUTTEN DFD,EMS ,LICENSE RENEWAL 25.00

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33485 FIRST BANKCARD CENTER PLAQUE,MEALS 384.92

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33486 FIRST BANKCARD CENTER FIRE PROJECT, MISC. 180.00
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33486 FIRST BANKCARD CENTER FIRE PROJECT, MISC. 5.85

CHECK GEN 2 33486 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 185.85

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33489 K.C. EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE CFD FY 2023-2024 QUARTLY ASSESSMENT-Q2: 1/1/2024-3/31/2024246.20
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33489 K.C. EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE CFD FY 2023-2024 QUARTERLY ASSESSMENT-Q3: 4/1/2024-6/30/2024246.20

CHECK GEN 2 33489 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 492.40

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33490 MARK GROOTERS PAINT 40.31

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33492 MENARDS- WYOMING SPONGE,BRUSH,SARAN WRAP, FOIL 6.05
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33492 MENARDS- WYOMING SPONGE,BRUSH,SARAN WRAP, FOIL 17.97
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33492 MENARDS- WYOMING COVER,DRYDEXSPACKLING HP,ANCHOR KIT 26.56

CHECK GEN 2 33492 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 50.58

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33495 PARKER CONTRACTING &CONSTRUCTION DOORS /HARDWARE 125.00

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33498 STRYKER PROCARE SERVICES 1,426.90



04/11/2024 GEN 2 33499# T-MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 21.60
04/11/2024 GEN 2 33499 T-MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 85.70

CHECK GEN 2 33499 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 107.30

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33500 THE BDI TEAM EMT CLASS/CFD 2,400.00

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33502 WALTERS EQUIPMENT& RENTALS LAWN MOWER 7,903.46

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33503# ACCIDENT FUND WORKER"S COMPENSATION INSURANCE 3,997.13
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33503 ACCIDENT FUND WORKER"S COMPENSATION INSURANCE 3,067.57

CHECK GEN 2 33503 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 7,064.70

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33505 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES DFD, 6 PACK REPLACEMENT FOR BROTHER P TOUCH LABEL MAKER TAPE19.99
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33505 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES DFD, ELECTRIC PENCIL SHARPENER,TOWEL SET, IPHONE PROTECTOR,TOWEL RACK, TOOL SET,SCREWDRIVER BITS16.27
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33505 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES DFD, ADAPTER  CONVERTER 53.97
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33505 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES DFD, ELECTRIC PENCIL SHARPENER,TOWEL SET, IPHONE PROTECTOR,TOWEL RACK, TOOL SET,SCREWDRIVER BITS64.93

CHECK GEN 2 33505 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 155.16

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33508 CORRECT MECHANICAL SERVICES, INC CFD, MECHANICAL SERVICES 287.50
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33508 CORRECT MECHANICAL SERVICES, INC CFD, BUILDING MAINTENANCE 143.75
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33508 CORRECT MECHANICAL SERVICES, INC CFD, BUILDING MAINTENANCE 143.75

CHECK GEN 2 33508 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 575.00

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33511# DELTA DENTAL HEALTH &  LIFE INSURANCE 181.68
04/19/2024 GEN 2 33511 DELTA DENTAL HEALTH &  LIFE INSURANCE 390.65

CHECK GEN 2 33511 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 572.33



04/19/2024 GEN 2 33515 K.C. EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE QUARTERLY ASSESSMENT-Q3: APRIL 1,2024 - JUNE 30, 2024 251.98

04/26/2024 GEN 2 109(E)# BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH 6,287.15
04/26/2024 GEN 2 109(E) BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH 5,646.81

CHECK GEN 2 109(E) TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 11,933.96

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33519# AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES CFD, LIGHTS, COFFEE 58.79
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33519 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES CFD, LIGHTS, COFFEE 108.99
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33519 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES DFD, 12 PACK OIL MIX, PAPER TOWELS 45.98
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33519 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES DFD, 12 PACK OIL MIX, PAPER TOWELS 39.95
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33519 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES AMERICAN FLAG (3), STATE FLAG (2), DFD 193.93

CHECK GEN 2 33519 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 447.64

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33520 BLOOM SLUGGETT LEGAL SERVICES 3,408.00

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33522 COMCAST TELECOMMUNICATIONS, DFD 244.34

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33523 CONSUMERS ENERGY DFD 992.26

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33525 DINGES PARTNERS GROUP LLC CFD, 5 GALLON PAILS OF BRAKE FOAM 550.00

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33527# DTE ENERGY GAS, CFD 3,385.93
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33527 DTE ENERGY DFD , NATURAL GAS 720.40

CHECK GEN 2 33527 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 4,106.33

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33528 GORDON WATER DFD, 8 5GAL WATER ,COOLER RENT 56.39



04/26/2024 GEN 2 33530# IPM SERVICES CFD , INSPECTION 25.00
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33530 IPM SERVICES INSPECTION FOR DFD 25.00

CHECK GEN 2 33530 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 50.00

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33531 J&B MEDICAL SUPPLY CPAP MASK, CFD 301.75

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33534 KENT COUNTY TREASURER CP OFFICER- MARCH , TOWNSHIP LAW- MARCH 119,860.63

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33535 KLEYN MOBILE REPAIR LLC CFD, ENGINE BRAKE REPAIR 571.31

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33536 LAMPHEAR SERVICE COMPANY INC DFD, COMPLETED ANNUAL MAINTENANCE 467.00

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33537 LAWN RX CRABGRASS CONTROL & FERTILIZER, FOR CFD 67.00

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33538 MACQUEEN EMERGENCY CFD,  HELMETS 1,325.23

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33541 PHOENIX SAFETY OUTFITTERS UNIFORMS FOR NEW HIRES 867.31
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33541 PHOENIX SAFETY OUTFITTERS TURNOUT GEAR AND UNIFORMS 1,347.24

CHECK GEN 2 33541 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 2,214.55

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33543 STAR 2 STAR COMMUNICATIONS DFD, TELECOMMUNICATIONS 468.97

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33544 WATERWAY OF MICHIGAN LLC HYDRO-STAT TEST OF SCBA BOTTLES, FOR CDF 540.00



04/26/2024 GEN 2 33546# WEX BANK FUEL,CFD,DFD 29.46
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33546 WEX BANK FUEL,CFD,DFD 1,426.06

CHECK GEN 2 33546 TOTAL FOR FUND 205: 1,455.52
Total for fund 205 PUBLIC SAFETY SAD 184,185.18

  '#'-INDICATES CHECK DISTRIBUTED TO MORE THAN ONE DEPARTMENT



05/01/2024                             CHECK DISBURSEMENT REPORT FOR GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP                                       
                                              CHECK DATE FROM 04/01/2024 - 04/30/2024                                              

Check Date Bank Check # Payee Description Amount

04/04/2024 GEN 2 33466 FIRST BANKCARD CENTER
WATER, MICHIGAN PLUMBING AND MECHANICAL CODE ,NATIONAL 
ELECTRICAL CODE 516.00

04/11/2024 GEN 2 107(E) BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH ** VOIDED **

04/11/2024 GEN 2 33499 T-MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 43.20

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33511 DELTA DENTAL HEALTH &  LIFE INSURANCE 79.60

04/19/2024 GEN 2 33518 PROFESSIONAL CODE INSPECTIONS INC INSPECTIONS FOR MECHANICAL,PLUMBING,AND ELECTRIAL 18,999.25

04/26/2024 GEN 2 109(E) BLUE CROSS HSA HEALTH 2,060.81

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33521 BS&A SOFTWARE PERMIT APPLICATION,PAYROLL,ASSESSING 1,089.50

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33532 JOHN STUYFZAND MILEAGE 331.65
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33532 JOHN STUYFZAND MILEAGE 361.13
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33532 JOHN STUYFZAND MILEAGE 326.29

CHECK GEN 2 33532 TOTAL FOR FUND 549: 1,019.07

04/26/2024 GEN 2 33542 ROGER STERK JAN., 2024 MILEAGE 34.84
04/26/2024 GEN 2 33542 ROGER STERK MARCH 2024 MILEAGE 112.56

CHECK GEN 2 33542 TOTAL FOR FUND 549: 147.40
Total for fund 549 BUILDING INSPECTIONS DEPT 23,954.83



CHECK REGISTER FOR GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP 1/1Page: 04/27/2024 12:53 PM
User: TRACY
DB: Gaines Township

CHECK DATE FROM 04/01/2024 - 04/30/2024

AmountDescriptionVendor NameCheckCheck Date

Bank WSCK2 WATER/SEWER CHECKING

233,382.12 CITY OF WYOMING WATER & SEWER MARCH 2024BYRON GAINES UTILITY AUTHORITY577504/24/2024
43,707.56 MARCH 2024 PAYROLL, INSPECTIONS

277,089.68 

338.71 APRIL BILLINGEXTEND YOUR REACH577604/24/2024

1,291.02 MISC SEWERVRIESMAN & KORHORN577704/24/2024
1,319.35 MISC WATER
1,323.00 PRAIRIE WOLF 84TH ST
2,214.00 ASHFORD WOODS PH1B
1,487.68 COOKS CROSSING ENCLAVE
2,133.00 HOFFMAN MEADOWS PH 2
1,485.00 DUTTON CHRISTIAN MIDDLE SCHOOL

162.00 PRAIRIE WOLF STATION
378.00 PRAIRIE WOLF STATION
81.00 PINE REST

405.00 ASHFORD WOODS
1,249.11 RAPIDS DR EXTENSION

162.00 ALEXANDER TRAILS SEWER
162.00 PRAIRIE WOLF STATION
93.00 WATER/SEWER ADMIN
81.00 STORAGE TANK

648.00 WATER & SEWER SYSTEM VALUES
414.00 GPS UTILITY PICKUP

15,088.16 

WSCK2 TOTALS:

292,516.55 Total of 3 Disbursements:

0.00 Less 0 Void Checks:
292,516.55 Total of 3 Checks:





 

MEMO 
Staff Communication 

 

DATE: May 13th, 2024 
TO: Gaines Charter Township Board of Trustees 
FROM: Dan Wells, Community Development Director 
RE: Kent County Grant for Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance  

  

SUMMARY OF TOPIC: 

The Township has received approval for a $25,000 matching grant from Kent County for 
innovative zoning work it has done under the 2023 Master Plan, and continues to develop 
during the update to the zoning ordinance.  

Kent County residents are facing an acute housing shortage due to Covid related 
construction slowdowns and increased building costs. Real estate prices have gone up to 
the point of unaffordability for starter homes and led to an increase in the number of 
people facing homelessness. This issue was acknowledged during development of the 
Gaines Charter Township Master Plan, which addressed the issue with developing the 
“Village Residential” concept of compact single-family housing, variety in housing types, 
and integration of multi-family homes into new neighborhoods. 

Kent County is also searching for solutions to the housing shortage and is looking for 
innovative zoning ordinances that serve as a model for more affordable housing. It seeks to 
encourage local jurisdictions to invest and plan for compact housing that utilizes land and 
utilities efficiently. To do this the County allocated some of the American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funding it received to support this type of planning, and Planning staff applied for 
assistance through Housing Next to develop such a housing model during the master 
planning process in 2022.  

The County and Housing Next have vetted the Townships grant request and awarded a 
$25,000 matching grant to cover 50% of the costs of both the 2023 Master Plan and Zoning 
Ordinance update. The grant covers costs incurred from December 1st, 2022 and going 
forward to December 2026.  



FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

The matching grant amount is $25,000. $50,000 for the zoning ordinance update was 
approved in the 2023 budget.  

BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED: 

The Board of Trustees will need to approve the attached grant agreement prior to 
execution by the Supervisor.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends support for authorizing the execution of the grant agreement.  
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PROVIDER AGREEMENT FOR  

PROJECT FUNDING 

 

This Provider Agreement for Project Funding (the “Agreement”) is entered into as of 

_______, 2024, by and between the County of Kent, Michigan, of 300 Monroe Ave NW, Grand 

Rapids, MI 49503 (the “County”) and Gaines Charter Township, a Michigan Township, of  8555 

Kalamazoo Ave., SE., Caledonia, Michigan 49316 (the “Provider”). The purpose of this 

Agreement is to provide funding to the Provider to enable the Provider to carry out activities 

described herein on behalf and for the benefit of the County, its residents and businesses.  

 

WHEREAS, the County received funds from the U.S. Department of Treasury 

(“Treasury”) in the amount of $127,605,807 pursuant to Sections 602 and 603 of the Social 

Security Act, as added by Section 9901 of the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Pub. L. No. 

117-2 (Mar. 11, 2021) (the “ARPA”), which authorized the Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal 

Recovery Funds (“SLFRF”) to be used by the County for various purposes and  to ensure that the 

County has the resources needed to: (1) fight the COVID-19 pandemic; (2) support families and 

businesses struggling with the pandemic’s public health and economic impacts, (3) maintain vital 

public services, even amid declines in revenue, and (4) build a strong, resilient, and equitable 

recovery by making investments that support long-term growth and opportunity; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the County is authorized by ARPA to utilize all or a portion of its SLFRF 

funds under the “general revenue loss” eligible use category to “provide government services to 

the extent of revenue loss due to the pandemic;” and 

 

WHEREAS, the County has allocated $127,605,807 of its SLFRF funds as “general 

revenue loss” pursuant to and in accordance with ARPA; and 

 

WHEREAS, by resolution of the County’s Board of Commissioners adopted on December 

1, 2022 (Resolution No. 12-1-22-121) (the “Resolution”), the County determined that the Housing 

Next’s proposal to provide grants to local units of government for the purpose of completing 

planning related to housing development is an eligible use of County fund; and  

 

WHEREAS, Housing Next has reviewed the Provider’s grant application and recommends 

approval of the request (Exhibit A) in the amount of $25,000 to the Provider for their inclusion of 

a Village Residential category in the Future Land Use Plan and develop standards for that category 

in the Provider’s zoning ordinance. These changes allow higher density through smaller lots for 

single family detached homes and townhouses by right, impacting 1,280 acres and has the potential 

for approximately 5,000-6,000 units, or about double what would be allowed under current zoning 

(the “Project”). The Provider will match Kent County’s award 1:1.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants contained herein, the 

adequacy of which is hereby acknowledged, the County and the Provider agree as follows: 
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1. Scope of Project; Revisions to Project; Operation and Maintenance of Project 

by Provider  

a. Provider to Undertake Project. In accordance with the Resolution, the 

County designates the Provider to undertake on the County’s behalf, and the Provider hereby 

agrees to undertake the Project, subject to the requirements of this Agreement.  In the event of a 

conflict between the terms and provisions set forth in the Provider’s application to the County for 

funds and this Agreement, the terms of this Agreement shall govern. 

b. Revisions to Project. The Provider may make revisions to the Project with 

approval by the County Administrator, where such revisions to the Project do not materially alter 

the Project or cause the use of the Allocated Funds for the revised Project to constitute an ineligible 

use of County funds under applicable federal or state law.  In no event shall a revision to the Project 

entitle the Provider to an additional allocation of funds by the County unless Provider makes a 

request to the County for additional funds.  The County, acting by and through its Board of 

Commissioners or the Board of Commissioners’ designee, and in the County’s sole discretion, 

may approve and authorize additional funds for the Project, however, Provider acknowledges and 

agrees that no such additional allocation is guaranteed.  For illustration purposes only, a revision 

to a Project may include a change in the design, implementation or construction means and 

methods that results in the ability to make additional improvements to the Project or serve more 

properties or individuals.  Revisions to the Project Scope that reduce the extent of the 

improvements to be made or properties or individuals to be served should be avoided unless 

necessary to keep the Project within the Provider’s budget for the Project and/or the County’s 

allocation to Provider set forth in this Agreement.  The Provider agrees to complete the Project in 

accordance with the Project timeline included in the Project Scope, subject to the obligation and 

expenditure requirements set forth in this Agreement. 

c. Operation and Maintenance of Project.  Provider acknowledges and agrees 

that, once the Project is completed, Provider shall operate and maintain the Project in accordance 

with applicable law and regulations.   

2. Term of Agreement   

The term of this Agreement is December 1, 2022 through December 31, 2026.  

Notwithstanding other provisions of this Agreement, this Agreement will remain in effect until the 

County determines that the Provider has completed all applicable administrative actions, reporting 

requirements (if any), and all Project work required by and set forth in this Agreement.  Should 

Provider require additional time for auditing of or reporting for the Project in accordance with 

applicable law, this Agreement, and/or applicable accounting standards, this Agreement shall be 

deemed automatically extended until such time as said audit and reporting shall be completed. 

Provisions regarding compliance, liability, recoupment, and indemnification shall survive 

termination.  

3. Payments  

a. Payment Schedule.  Payments under this Agreement by the County to the 

Provider according to the payment provisions and schedule attached hereto as Exhibit B.   
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b.  Use of Funds.  The Provider shall not use any Allocated Funds received 

pursuant to this Agreement except for the purposes outlined in this agreement. The Provider shall 

not use any Allocated Funds received pursuant to this Agreement to pay for any administrative 

costs of the Project. 

c. Withholding or Cancellation of Funds.  The County reserves the right to 

withhold payments pending timely delivery of Project reports or documents as may be required 

under this Agreement.  The Provider agrees that funds determined by the County to be surplus 

upon the completion of the Project will be subject to cancellation by the County and that in the 

event of such a cancellation, Provider will remit such disallowed funds to the County within thirty 

(30) days of written notification of the cancellation.  The County shall be relieved of any obligation 

for payments if funds allocated to the County cease to be available for any cause other than 

misfeasance of the County itself.   

d. Allowable costs.  Allowable costs shall mean those necessary and proper 

costs identified in the Provider’s Project and approved by the County unless any or all such costs 

are disallowed by the State of Michigan or Treasury.  

e. Where Payments Are Made.  Payments shall be made by check or electronic 

deposit into Provider’s bank account, according to a process established by Provider with the 

County.  Provider shall, to the greatest extent possible, set up a separate bank account to receive 

and hold the Allocated Funds apart from all other funds.   

f. Recoupment.  Provider acknowledges and agrees that Provider’s award and 

use of the Allocated Funds is subject to recoupment by the County for the Provider’s failure to use 

the funds for the Project in strict accordance with this Agreement. 

4. Obligation and Expenditure Timing Requirements; Reporting Requirements; 

County Project Manager  

a. Timing Requirements.  Provider may use the Allocated Funds to cover 

eligible costs incurred from December 1, 2022 to June 30, 2024, as long as the obligations are 

incurred by June 30, 2024 and are expended by December 31, 2026.   

i. An “obligation” is defined as an order placed for property and 

services and entering into contracts, subawards, and similar transactions that require payment.   

ii. A cost is “incurred” if the Provider has entered into an obligation 

with respect to such cost by June 30, 2024.  If there are funds that are not obligated or expended 

within that time frame, those funds must be returned to the County. 

iii. If Provider fails to incur a cost by June 30, 2024, the County, in its 

sole discretion, may terminate this Agreement and rescind the award of Allocated Funds to the 

Provider. 

The County and Provider agree that the execution of this Agreement on the date first set 

forth above constitutes an obligation of the Allocated Funds by the County to the Provider (in the 
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amount set forth in this Agreement) and further Provider agrees to fully expend the Allocated 

Funds no later than December 31, 2026. 

b. Reporting Requirements. The Provider shall submit a final report within 45 

days following completion of the Project to the Kent County Administrator/Controller that 

includes: 

• Overview of what was accomplished with the funding provided by Kent County. 

• Description of how the project has impacted the population you serve. 

• Description of what transpired during the course of the project/program that differed from 

what you anticipated. 

• Description of lessons learned 

• Attach the final plan and any other materials that demonstrate project success 

Notwithstanding any record retention policies, Provider agrees to maintain all 

documentation associated with the Project for the period required by State law or Federal law or 

seven (7) years, whichever is greater.   

c. County Project Manager.  To assist Provider in the oversight of the Project 

and compliance with the requirements of this Agreement and the Resolution, the County shall 

appoint a Project Manager for Provider’s Project.  The Provider shall routinely provide updates to 

the County Project Manager on the status of the Project and Provider’s compliance with reporting 

requirements under the terms of this Agreement. 

5. Compliance with Federal, State and Local Laws 

Provider acknowledges and agrees that use of Allocated Funds may be subject to various 

Federal, State and Local laws and regulations and Provider agrees to comply with all applicable 

Federal, State and Local laws and regulations with respect to its receipt and use of Allocated Funds 

pursuant to this Agreement.  Provider acknowledges and agrees that this Agreement and other 

submittals required to be provided by Provider to the County may be subject to disclosure under 

the Michigan Freedom of Information Act. 

6. Return of Funds; Recoupment 

a. Unspent Allocated Funds.  Provider must return any Allocated Funds not 

expended by December 31, 2026. 

b. Notice to Provider.  If the County determines that the use of the Allocated 

Funds by the Provider does not comply with this Agreement, the County shall provide the Provider 

with an initial written notice of the amount subject to recoupment along with an explanation of 

such amounts.  Within 30 calendar days of receipt of such notice from the County, the Provider 

may submit to the County either (1) a request for reconsideration of any amounts subject to 

recoupment, or (2) written consent to the notice of recoupment.   

c. Reconsideration of Recoupment.  To request reconsideration of  any 

amounts subject to  recoupment, a Provider must submit to the County,  a  written  request that 
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includes: (1)  an explanation of  why  all or some of  the amount  should not  be subject to 

recoupment; and (2)  a discussion of  supporting reasons, along with any additional information..  

To the extent necessary, Provider shall submit such other documentation as requested or required 

by the County to enable the County to consider the demand for recoupment.   

d. Payments for Recoupment.  If the Provider’s reconsideration request is 

denied, or if Provider has not submitted a reconsideration request, Provider shall repay the amount 

subject to recoupment within 90 calendar days of the County’s request for recoupment.  Provider 

shall be liable for and shall pay to the County all costs incurred by the County in obtaining payment 

from Provider of funds subject to recoupment. 

7. Indemnification 

Provider acknowledges and agrees that any expenditure of the Allocated Funds which are 

determined by the County to be ineligible shall be subject to recoupment.  To the greatest extent 

permitted by law, the Provider agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the County, its appointed 

and elected officials, employees and agents from and against any and all liability, loss, costs 

(including attorney fees), damage or expense, incurred  because of actions, claims or lawsuits for 

damages resulting from misuse of funds by the Provider, personal or bodily injury, including death, 

sustained or alleged to have been sustained by any person or persons and on account of damage to 

property, arising or alleged to have arisen directly or indirectly out of or in consequence of or the 

performance of this Agreement, whether or not such injuries to persons or damage to property is 

due to the negligence of Provider, its subcontractors, agents, successors or assigns.   

8. Certification in Accordance with Act 517 

By executing this Agreement, Provider certifies to the County in accordance with Act 517 

of the Public Acts of Michigan of 2012 (“Act 517”), that as of the date hereof and the date of the 

Provider’s submittal to the County for funding, the Provider is not an “Iran linked business” as 

defined in Act 517. 

9. Use of County Name and Logo with Respect to Project; Media Releases 

Provider acknowledges and agrees that use of the County’s name and logo with respect to 

Provider’s Project is subject to the prior approval of the County and the County’s rules or policies 

with respect to such use of the County’s logo.  Provider also agrees to coordinate any press releases 

or marketing materials with respect to Provider’s Project with the County prior to dissemination 

of such releases or materials. 

10. Notices 

Any notices required to be given by the County or the Provider shall be in writing and 

delivered to the following addresses by hand, by U.S. mail, or by overnight commercial courier:  

 



 

03250830 5   6 

Kent County: Provider: 

County of Kent 

Attn:  County Administrator 

300 Monroe Ave NW 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

Gaines Charter Township 

Attn:  Township Supervisor 

8555 Kalamazoo Ave., SE. 

Caledonia, MI 

 

11. Assignment 

The Provider shall not assign any portion of the Allocated Funds or responsibility for 

completion of the Project provided for by this Agreement to any other party. 

12. Reservation of Rights 

Failure to insist upon strict compliance with any terms, covenants or conditions of this 

Agreement shall not be deemed a waiver of such, nor shall any waiver or relinquishment of such 

right or power at any time be taken to be a waiver of any other breach of this Agreement. 

13. Amendments 

This Agreement cannot be amended or modified except in writing, signed by both parties. 

14. Failure to Perform 

If Provider fails to comply with any terms or conditions of this Agreement or to provide in 

any manner, the activities or other performance as agreed to herein, the County reserves the right 

to: (1) temporarily withhold all or any part of payment pending correction of the deficiency; (2) 

suspend all or part of this Agreement; or (3) prohibit the Provider from incurring additional 

obligations of funds until the County is satisfied that corrective action has been taken or completed.  

Further, any failure to perform as required pursuant to this Agreement may subject the Provider to 

recoupment as set forth under this Agreement.  The option to withhold funds is in addition to, and 

not in lieu of, the County’s right to terminate as provided in Section 15 below.  The County may 

also consider performance under this Agreement when considering future awards.   

15. Termination 

a. Termination for Cause.  If the Provider fails to comply with the terms and 

conditions of this Agreement and any of the following conditions exist: 

i. The lack of compliance with the provisions of this Agreement is of 

such scope and nature that the County deems continuation of this Agreement to be substantially 

non-beneficial to the public interest; 

ii. The Provider has failed to take satisfactory corrective action as 

directed by the County or its authorized representative within the time specified by the same; or 
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iii. The Provider has failed within the time specified by the County or 

its authorized representative to satisfactorily substantiate its compliance with the terms and 

conditions of this Agreement. 

Following notice to the Provider of the County’s intent to terminate this Agreement for 

cause, and after a reasonable opportunity to cure of not more than 15 calendar days, the County 

may pursue such remedies as are available by law, including, but not limited to, the termination of 

this Agreement in whole or in part, and thereupon shall notify in writing the Provider of the 

termination, the reasons for the termination, and the effective date of the termination.  Upon 

termination, any outstanding Allocated Funds held by the Provider are subject to recoupment by 

the County in accordance with this Agreement.  Any costs resulting from obligations incurred by 

the Provider after termination of this Agreement are not allowable and will not be reimbursed by 

the County unless specifically authorized in writing by the County. 

b. Termination for Convenience.  The Agreement may be terminated for 

convenience, in whole or in part, as follows: 

i. By the County with the consent of the Provider.  The two parties 

shall agree upon the termination conditions, including the effective date and in the case of partial 

termination, the portion to be terminated, or 

ii. By the Provider upon submitting written notification to the County.  

The written notification must set forth the reasons for the termination, the effective date, and in 

the case of partial termination, the portion to be terminated.  However, in the case of a proposed 

partial termination, the County may terminate the Agreement and recoup all granted Allocated 

Funds in their entirety if the County determines that the remaining portion will not accomplish the 

purpose for which the award was made.   

c. Termination for Withdrawal, Reduction, or Limitation of Funding.  In the 

event funding is not received from the funding source or is otherwise not available, or is 

withdrawn, reduced, modified or limited in any way after the effective date of this Agreement and 

prior to its normal completion, the County may summarily terminate this Agreement as to the 

funds not received, reduced, modified or limited, notwithstanding any other termination provision 

in this Agreement.  If the level of funding is reduced to such an extent that the County deems that 

the continuation of the Project covered by this Agreement is no longer in the best interest of the 

public, the County may summarily terminate this Agreement in whole notwithstanding any other 

termination provisions in this Agreement.  Termination under this Section shall be effective upon 

receipt of written notice by the Provider or its representative.   

16. Close Out  

a. Upon termination of this Agreement, in whole or in part for any reason, 

including completion of the Project, the following provisions apply: 

i. Upon written request by the Provider, the County will make or 

arrange for payment to the Provider of allowable reimbursable costs not covered by previous 

payments. 
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ii. The Provider shall submit within 30 calendar days after the date of 

expiration of this Agreement, all financial, performance and other reports required by this 

Agreement, and in addition, will cooperate in a Project audit by the County or its designee; 

iii. Closeout of funds will not occur unless all requirements of this 

Agreement and Federal, State and Local law are met and all outstanding issues with the Provider 

have been resolved to the satisfaction of the County.   

b. Any unused Allocated Funds in Provider’s possession or control shall be 

immediately returned to the County. 

17. Relationship of the Parties; No Joint Venture.   

The County and Provider are not partners, fiduciaries or joint venturers, and nothing in this 

Agreement creates or will create the relation of partners, fiduciaries or joint venturers between 

them. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the parties are each acting independently, 

are each obligated to separately account for their respective activities and they each expressly 

disclaim any fiduciary duty to the other. The County is only a funder of the Project; the parties 

agree that the County does not have any obligation, role or liability arising from the Project, 

including from the design, location, construction, for future use and maintenance of the Project. 

18. Venue and Choice of Law 

If either part to this Agreement initiates any legal or equitable action to enforce the terms 

of this Agreement, to declare the rights of the parties under this Agreement, or which relates to 

this Agreement in any manner, the County and Provider agree that the proper venue for such action 

is the Kent County Michigan Circuit Court.  It is mutually understood and agreed that this 

Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Michigan, both as to interpretation and 

performance. 

19. Severability 

It is understood and agreed by the parties that if any part, term or provision of this 

Agreement is held by the courts to be illegal or in conflict with any law, the validity of the 

remaining portions or provisions shall not be affected, and the rights and obligations of the parties 

shall be construed and enforced as if the Agreement did not contain the particular part, term, or 

provision held to be invalid.   

20. Integrated Document 

This Agreement, together with all exhibits and attachments, which are incorporated by 

reference, constitute the entire agreement between the parties and both parties acknowledge that 

there are no other agreements, written or oral, that have not been fully set forth in the text of this 

Agreement.  
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21. Authority to Sign 

The persons executing this Agreement on behalf of the Provider represent that one or both 

of them has the authority to execute this Agreement and to bind the Provider to its terms. 

 

 GAINES TOWNSHIP  

 

  

 

Date:  By   

  Robert DeWard 

 Its Supervisor 

 

 

 COUNTY OF KENT 

 

 

 

Date:  By   

  Alan G. Vanderberg 

 Its County Administrator  

 

Reviewed and approved as to form: 

 

 

____________________________ ____________, 2024 

County Director of Fiscal Services 

 

____________________________ ____________, 2024 

County Corporate Counsel 

 

Exhibits to be attached to this Agreement: 

 

Exhibit A – Letter from Housing Next 

 

Exhibit B – Payment Provisions and Schedule 



 
 
 

Subject: Kent County Equitable Housing Initiative Funding Recommendation, Gaines Charter 
Twp.  

 

On behalf of Housing Next, we are recommending the Equitable Housing Initiative 
Reimbursement Grant application for Gaines Charter Township for their inclusion of the Village 
Residential category in their Future Land Use Plan. 

This change allows higher density through smaller lots for single family detached homes and 
townhouses by right, impacting 1,280 acres and has the potential for approximately 5,000-
6,000 units, or about double what would be allowed under current zoning. 

The total cost of the change was $50,000 and we recommend covering half the cost of the 
change equating to $25,000.  

Gaines Charter Township has completed the necessary assessment and application and 
provided documentation of support for services to be reimbursed. Staff have worked with 
Housing Next to understand the critical housing need and committed to providing solutions. 
Housing Next has met with staff, provided constructive feedback to current and future plans 
and was invited to share with elected officials and the public the findings of the most recent 
Housing Needs Assessment.  

We plan to continue to work with them to determine what additional opportunities may exist to 
further increase housing supply and affordability. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brooke Oosterman 
Director of Housing Next 
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Exhibit B 

Payment Provisions and Schedule for Use of Allocated Funds 

 

1. Provider and Project Information 

 

Provider Name: Gaines Charter Township 

Project: Future Land Use Plan 

Eligible Use Category: General Revenue Loss 

Amount of Award: $25,000 

 

2. Payment Provisions   

 

Funds will be distributed on a reimbursement basis. The Provider must pay the invoices and 

submit them Kent County for reimbursement along with proof of payment, proof that the 1:1 

match has been fulfilled, and the final report.  

 

Payments requested can be submitted to the County (submit to 

kentcountyadministrator@kentcountymi.gov). The Kent County Project Manager, along with 

Fiscal Services will review the requests for completeness and accuracy. Reimbursements will be 

made within 15 days after verification of appropriateness.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:kentcountyadministrator@kentcountymi.gov


 

MEMO 
Staff Communication 

 
 
DATE: May 13th, 2024 
TO: Township Board of Trustees 
FROM: Dan Wells, Community Development Director 
RE: Parkview Estates Plat Parcel Combination Request 

 
 
SUMMARY OF TOPIC: 

The Township has received an application to combine 7376 and 7382 Hanna Lake 
Avenue SE (parcel numbers 41-22-11-301-003 and 41-22-11-301-011 respectively).  

The lots are platted parcels within the Parkview Estates plat under single ownership. 
The owner intends to construct an accessory building and to do so they need to 
combine the two lots to meet the requirement for accessory buildings being 
located on a lot with primary residential use.  

The parcel is currently zoned Residential-14, and the proposed single parcel will 
meet the development standards for that zoning district. 

ORDINANCES: 

Per “Township Ordinance 22-66: Division of Platted Lots”, no platted lots shall be 
further partitioned or divided without Township Board approval. Staff has reviewed 
the proposed divisions, and the proposed lot meets lot dimension requirements 
under current zoning. The ordinance also defines “division” as any reconfiguration 
of parcel lines, thus the need for Board approval.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

There will be no financial impact on the Township. 

BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED: 

No budget action is necessary. 

 

 



STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of the parcel combination since all ordinance 
requirements have been met. 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GAINES 
COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-__________ 

 
The following Resolution was offered and adopted by the Gaines Charter Township Board of Trustees at 
a meeting held on _________________, 2024, at the Gaines Charter Township Offices, 8555 Kalamazoo 
Avenue, Caledonia, Michigan. 

 
Members Present:  

Member Absent:  
  
The following Resolution was offered for adoption by Member ___________and supported by Member 
____________ to document the findings and decision by the Gaines Charter Township Board of Trustees 
regarding a request made to combine platted parcels 41-22-11-301-003 and 41-22-11-301-011. 

 

7376 and 7382 Hanna Lake Avenue SE  
Parkview Estates Plat Parcel Combination 

WHEREAS, Rex and Terri Kogler (the “Applicants”) have submitted a land combination application for 
7376 and 7382 Hanna Lake Avenue SE. 
 
WHEREAS, the platted parcels proposed to be combined consist of LOT 1 * PARKVIEW ESTATES and OUT 
LOT A * PARKVIEW ESTATES 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning staff has considered the application and the proposed combination of the 
platted parcels, recommends that the Gaines Charter Township Board of Trustees grant approval of the 
platted parcel combination. 
 
IT IS, THEREFORE, RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

The Gaines Charter Township Board of Trustees hereby grants approval for combination of platted 
parcels 41-22-11-301-003 and 41-22-11-301-011. 
 

1. Revision of Final Plat. 
 

The Parkview Estates Plat “Lot 1” and “Out Lot A” shall be combined.   
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2. Land Division Act and Chapter 22 Land Divisions, Subdivisions and Land Development. 
 

The Plat shall comply in all respects with applicable provisions of the Michigan Land Division Act and 
Chapter 22 of the Gaines Charter Township Code, Land Divisions, Subdivisions and Land 
Development. 

 
 

TOWNSHIP BOARD DECISION 

Based on the above, the Gaines Charter Township Board of Trustees hereby adopts Resolution No. 2024-
_____________ subject to conditions documented herein. 

 
A motion was made to adopt this resolution by Township Board Member _________________ and 
supported by Township Board Member ______________, the roll call vote being as follows: 

 

AYES:  ____________________________________________________    
NAYS:    ____________________________________________________ 
ABSENT:   ____________________________________________________ 
  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Gaines Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held on February 12, 2024. 
 

 
      Respectfully submitted, 

 
____________________ 

     Michael Brew, Clerk 
     Gaines Charter Township  
 

          
Dated: __________________, 2024 



 

 

MEMO 
Staff Communication 

DATE: May 13th, 2024   
TO: Gaines Charter Township Board of Trustees 
FROM: Dan Wells, Community Development Director; Jeff Gritter, Township 
Engineer 
RE: Elimination of Early Start Provisions for Multi-Family Projects   
 

SUMMARY OF TOPIC: 

The Board is requested to consider striking a section of the Gaines Township 
Code of Ordinances, specifically Chapter 22 Land Divisions, Subdivisions, and 
Land Development, Article V, Multiple-Family Developments, Section 22-136, 
Building permits, Section (B). 

Subsection (A) outlines the typical development process; utilities (water, sewer, 
roads, etc.) are put in place to support dwellings, inspected to insure they work, 
permitted, then the dwellings are built and connected to fully functional 
infrastructure. Early starts allow building permits to be issued prior to final utility 
inspections.  

In subsection (B), the Board is authorized to waive the requirements of sub-
section (a), for up to four multi-family building permits. Staff feels that this should 
not be an option on multi-family projects for the following reasons: 

1. One problem with early start building permits is that water and sewer 
utilities are required to be tested prior to being put into service and 
connection of buildings. If any problems arise it’s generally easier to fix 
those problems absent new building construction, piping, and lateral 
connections in the vicinity.  
 



2. Completing multi-unit apartments prior to public utilities being available 
means they will sit empty while the sewer & water is completed, or both 
utilities, roads, storm sewers, and buildings being worked on at the same 
time leading to increased risk of damage to the new utility lines.  Safety 
hazards of those working on an active construction site is also increased 
while construction is occurring. 
 

3. Materials for construction of roads, utilities, and storm sewers are often 
delivered to a construction site taking up space.  Materials for the 
construction of multi-unit apartments are often stored onsite until needed 
in the construction process.  This storage of materials can create 
additional hazards and limits the space and area available to complete 
work on the differing elements of the construction. 

Subsection (B) outlines the process to request early starts. A couple of things are 
problematic with this section. First, (B)(1) is unclear; are the setbacks supposed to 
be for each individual building or for the overall project perimeter? And second, 
it doesn’t specify that a parcel split must be approved, just that a “survey of a 
legal lot split” be provided. This seems to be language intended to protect the 
Township in case a developer can’t complete the project and leaves 
apartments empty. Then they become the Townships responsibility to connect 
to utilities, and if they are on separate lots that makes it easier. This isn’t too 
expensive in a single-family home on a single parcel, but it’s a much larger scale 
if four apartment buildings are incomplete.    

This brings up another issue. If there is a bad economic event that forces a halt 
to a project after construction of the early starts and prior to utilities being final, 
does the Township want to have up to four multi-family buildings sitting empty?  

Section (C)(2) is also unclear and makes sense in the case of single-family homes 
but not in the multi-family context. It again brings up lot lines, but if an 
apartment complex is under one parcel it is highly unlikely to be farther from a 
road than 300 feet, essentially allowing apartment units to be built anywhere on 
a site if the parcel is adjacent to a road.  

Early starts for both multi-family and single family detached houses was intended 
to allow developers a way to showcase their residences and have buyers 
reserve a lot or unit for future home construction. The intent of a developer to 
request multi-family early starts differs from single family detached housing in 
that the early start for apartments is simply to fill the units quicker and start 
generating income rather than reserving several units to show for future rentals. 
It raises the question of whether the Township should be providing early starts for 



the sake of private profit, while the Township assumes the risk if a project is 
abandoned.   

From staff’s perspective, there is no benefit to the Township having this section of 
the ordinance in effect.  

CURRENT ORDINANCE 
Section 22-136, Building permits, Section (B). 

(A) No building permit shall be issued for any dwelling or other structure located 
within a multiple-family project until all improvements have been installed and 
completed for such development including, without limitation, the utilities, 
completion of the road, drainage and all other required improvements. 

(B) The township board or its designated township official may authorize a 
developer up to a maximum of four building permits for model buildings within 
the first phase only of a development, prior to completion of all improvements. 
In considering such authorization the township board or its designated township 
official shall ensure that the following conditions are met with absolutely no 
exceptions: 

(1) The applicant shall provide a survey of a legal lot split which meets the 
setback requirements of a lot in the R-3 zoning district for each building. 

(2) The nearest points of the lot lines of those lots intended for model 
homes or buildings are located within 300 feet of an existing improved 
public street. Any lot proposed over 300 feet, but not to exceed 1,000 
feet, from a public road must indicate a 66-foot-wide easement for ingress 
and egress from the public road and shall provide a safety access route 
(temporary roadway) that will be maintained to support emergency 
vehicles for its entire length from the public street to the proposed lot at all 
times during construction of street and utility infrastructure. Such access 
route shall be in compliance with section 1410.1 of the International Fire 
Code 2003. 

(3) Security in the form of an irrevocable bank letter of credit or cash shall 
be posted with the township in the amount specified to ensure that public 
sanitary sewer and public water will be extended to the building, 
inspected and approved for use before occupancy. To determine this 
amount, the applicant's engineer shall submit a cost estimate to 
accomplish the above to the township engineer for approval. The security 
may also be used to have the building removed and the lot restored if 
water and sewer have not been installed and approved for use. All work 



must be completed and occupancy issued within 18 months of the 
issuance of the building permit. 

(C) An occupancy permit will not be issued for use of any building until all 
required improvements have been completed and necessary utilities installed. 
All improvements for subsequent phases shall be 100 percent completed and 
approved for connection prior to issuing building permits. (d)The township can 
impose additional reasonable conditions including signed written agreements 
with the township to effectuate building permits. 

(Ord. No. 99-MR-03-LU, § 4, 5-10-1999) 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

None.  

BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED: 

None. 

PROCESS:   

If the Board directs staff to amend the ordinance, an amendment process will be 
initiated.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff suggests the Board consider removing the section allowing multi-family 
starts from the ordinance.  

 



 

MEMO 
Staff Communication-Action Required 

 

DATE:       May 8, 2024 
TO:           Gaines Charter Township  
FROM:      Rod Weersing, Township Manager 
RE:            Contract Termination Agreement 

 

SUMMARY OF TOPIC: 

The Cutlerville Fire Department Advisory Committee has been working with the Township 
attorney to create a contract termination agreement. This agreement lays out the terms for 
the separation of the Cutlerville Fire Department. The terms are based on the most recent 
version of the Intergovernmental Agreement for the Cutlerville Fire Department. The 
agreement lists the appraised values of the building and firefighting vehicles as well as 
estimated values for other truck equipment, building equipment, and desks and computers. 
It also lays out the payment requirements that Gaines will have to Byron to buy out their equity 
in these items. 

BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED:  

None currently. The payments to Byron are anticipated to begin in the 2025 fiscal 
year. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends the approval of this agreement. 



 

CONTRACT TERMINATION AGREEMENT 

 

THIS CONTRACT TERMINATION AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is made by and 

between the Charter Township of Gaines, a Michigan charter township, located in the County of Kent, 

State of Michigan, and whose offices are located at 8555 Kalamazoo Avenue, S.E., Caledonia, Michigan 

49316 (“Gaines”), and the Township of Byron, a Michigan general law township, located in the County of 

Kent, State of Michigan, whose offices are located at 8085 Byron Center Avenue, Byron Center, Michigan 

49315 (“Byron”) (together herein referred to collectively as “the Parties”).   

 

RECITALS 

A. On May 11, 2020, Gaines and Byron executed an Amended and Restated Intergovernmental 

Agreement for the Operation, Funding and Maintenance of the Cutlerville Fire Department (“the 

Cutlerville Agreement”). 

B. On July 26, 2023, Byron exercised its right under Article XIX of the Cutlerville Agreement and 

provided Gaines with one-year notice of its intent to terminate the Cutlerville Agreement.  

C. The Parties desire to establish and clarify terms and conditions to govern the termination of the 

Cutlerville Agreement.  

AGREEMENT 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Termination of the Cutlerville Agreement. The Parties understand and agree 

that the Cutlerville Agreement is hereby terminated with an effective termination date at the 

close of business on July 25, 2024 (hereinafter, the “Termination Date”). The Parties agree that, 

except as modified by this Agreement, the continuing terms of Article XIX of the Cutlerville 

Agreement remain in effect post-termination.   

 

2. Responsibilities Through the Termination Date. The Parties shall adhere to and 

perform all the requirements and responsibilities set forth in the Cutlerville Agreement until the 

close of business on the Termination Date and shall adhere to the post-termination terms and 

conditions of the Cutlerville Agreement (if any) after the Termination Date, unless otherwise 

modified by this Agreement.   

 

3. Remaining Municipality, Departing Municipality. For purposes of this 

Agreement, and to effectuate Article XIX of the Cutlerville Agreement, Gaines shall be 

considered the “Remaining Municipality” and Byron shall be considered the “Departing 

Municipality.” 

 

4. Distribution of Assets, Real Property, and Equipment. The Parties agree that 

Byron shall be entitled to 50% of the value of the assets, real property, and equipment of the 

Cutlerville Fire Department as of July 25, 2024, reduced by 50% of the value of the 2014 Ford F-

550 Danko Mini Pumper (“Ford F-550”), which Byron shall retain for its own use.  The Parties 

further agree that, as the Remaining Municipality, Gaines shall buy out Byron’s 50% share of the 
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value of the assets, real property, and equipment of the Cutlerville Fire Department reduced by 

50% of the value of the Ford F-550, and that Gaines shall retain title to and exclusive use and 

possession of, the assets, real property, and equipment of the Cutlerville Fire Department except 

for the Ford F-550, which Byron shall retain. Gaines shall have five (5) years to buy out Byron’s 

50% share of the assets, real property, and equipment reduced by 50% of the value of the Ford F-

550 (the “buyout total”), with a minimum annual payment to Byron of no less than 20% the 

buyout total. The Parties each take such assets, real property, and equipment as allocated “AS 

IS” (unless there is a third-party warranty).   

 

5. Value of Vehicles. The Parties agree that the following is a list of all of the Cutlerville Fire 

Department’s vehicles with the vehicle’s mileage at the time of valuation (i.e., October 30, 2023), and the 

vehicle’s valuation as established in the Valuation Reports at Attachment 1:  

Vehicle Mileage Value 

2020 Pierce Impel Pump/Rescue 25,793 $575,000 

2015 Spartan/Spencer Pump/Rescue 53,659 $250,000 

2014 Ford F-550 Danko Mini Pumper 15,126 $150,000 

2003 E-One 95ft Platform 48,597 $150,000 

2017 Ford Explorer Command Car 45,536 $25,000 

 

6. Value and Buyout of Assets, Real Property, and Equipment. The Parties agree 

that the following values and buyout figures have been established in accord with the 

requirements of Article XIX of the Cutlerville Agreement as set forth in the Valuation Reports at 

Attachment 1, and represent all of the assets, real property, and equipment of the Cutlerville Fire 

Department:  

 

Item Value Buyout 

Cutlerville Fire Station  

(Including all Fixtures) 

$1,880,000 $940,000 

Vehicles $1,000,000 $425,000 [$500,000 less $75,000 

for 50% value of the Ford F-550] 

Truck Equipment $200,000 $100,000 

Building Equipment $75,000 $37,500 

Desks/Computers $10,000 $5,000 

Totals $3,165,000 $1,507,500 (Buyout Total) 

   

 

7. Payment of Buyout Total. Within five (5) years of the date of execution of this 

Agreement, Gaines shall pay Byron the buyout total of $1,507,500 with a minimum annual 

payment of $301,500 (hereinafter, the “annual payment”). Gaines shall not be required to pay 

interest on the buyout total. Gaines shall make the first annual payment no later than one 

calendar year after the Termination Date. All payments thereafter shall be made once per 

calendar year on a date and time to be determined by Gaines. Gaines shall retain the right to 

make advance payments and/or a balloon payment at any time of any or all of the remaining 

buyout total without any prepayment penalty. Payments shall be made by certified check and 

mailed First Class Mail or delivered to Byron Township, attention Byron Township Treasurer. 
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The Parties shall maintain accurate accounting records documenting the payments made and 

received in accordance with best accounting practices as established by their respective township 

treasurers.   

 

8. Transfer of Assets, Real Property, and Equipment. In exchange for Gaines’ 

payment of the buyout total to Byron, no later than the Termination Date, Byron shall relinquish 

all right, interest, possession, and title to the assets, real property, and equipment of the 

Cutlerville Fire Department except for the Ford F-550, which Byron shall retain. Byron shall 

effectuate and execute all necessary documents to transfer legal title to the assets, real property, 

and equipment to Gaines, including but not limited to, title to the vehicles and the deed to the 

Cutlerville Fire Station except for title to the Ford F-550. Gaines shall effectuate and execute all 

necessary documents to transfer legal title to the Ford F-550 to Byron. Byron represents and 

warrants that there are no liens or encumbrances on any such assets, real property and 

equipment. 

 

9. Use, Possession and Occupancy. No later than the Termination Date, Byron 

shall have the exclusive use and possession of the Ford F-550, and Gaines shall have the 

exclusive use and possession of all other assets and equipment of the Cutlerville Fire Department 

and Gaines shall have exclusive use, possession, and occupancy of the Cutlerville Fire Station.   

 

10. Maintenance and Insurance. Following the Termination Date, not including the 

Ford F-550, Gaines shall be responsible for the maintenance, upkeep, and repair of the assets, 

real property, and equipment of the Cutlerville Fire Department, and Gaines shall be responsible 

for obtaining all necessary insurance coverages for such assets, real property, and equipment. 

Byron shall be responsible for maintaining, repairing, and insuring the Ford F-550.   

 

11. Offer of Fire Services Agreement. Before the Termination Date, Gaines shall 

offer a Fire and Emergency Services Agreement to Byron to provide fire and emergency services 

to that portion of the former Cutlerville Fire Department coverage area that is within Byron 

Township as depicted on Attachment 2 (“Coverage Area”) for a period of one-year. Gaines shall 

not be obligated to renew or extend the Fire and Emergency Services Agreement upon its 

expiration after one (1) year.  

 

12. Nomenclature. Gaines shall retain and utilize the “Cutlerville Fire Department” name, but 

Byron shall not do so.  Byron shall not use and shall remove the “Cutlerville Fire Department” name and 

emblems from the Ford F-550.   

13. Termination. This Agreement may not be terminated except by an instrument in writing 

executed by authorized representatives of both Gaines and Byron.  

14. Governmental Immunity. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as a waiver or 

lessening of governmental immunity or any other defenses to liability of either Party or any elected or 

appointed officers or employees of either Party under the Governmental Tort Liability Act, being 1964 PA 

170, as amended, MCL 691.1401, et seq; or any other defenses or statutes, which may be available to each 

governmental unit, its elected and appointed officers and officials, and its agents and employees. 
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15. Headings. The headings used in this Agreement are for reference purposes only and shall 

not be a substantive part of this Agreement. 

16. Modification of Agreement. None of the terms and provisions of this Agreement may be 

altered, modified or amended in any way except by an instrument in writing executed by authorized 

representatives of both Gaines and Byron. A party proposing an amendment shall provide the other party 

with at least 60 days’ prior written notice of any proposed modifications. 

17. Non-Assignment. Neither party may assign this Agreement, nor any of its rights and 

duties hereunder, nor any interest herein, without the prior express written consent of the other party.  

18. Entire Agreement. This Agreement constitutes the entire Agreement between the Parties 

regarding its subject matter and supersedes any prior or contemporaneous understandings or agreements 

with respect to the subject matter. However, any Fire Services Agreement executed by both Parties shall 

constitute a separate binding contract.   

19. No Waiver/Modification. The failure of either party to enforce, at any time, the 

provisions of this Agreement shall not constitute a waiver of such provisions or the right of Gaines or Byron 

at any time to avail themselves of such remedies later as either may have for any breach or breaches of such 

provisions. No waiver, alteration, or modification of any provision of this Agreement shall be binding unless 

committed to writing and signed by duly authorized representatives of both Parties. 

20. Notice. Any notice or other communications required or permitted under this Agreement 

shall be sufficiently given if in writing and delivered personally or sent by confirmed email, facsimile 

transmission, telex, telecopy or other wire transmission (with request for assurance in a manner typical with 

respect to communications of that type), overnight air courier (postage prepaid), registered or certified mail 

(postage prepaid with return receipt requested) addressed to the party’s principal place of business or such 

other address of which the Parties may have given notice.   

21. Remedies/Dispute Resolution. Should a dispute arise among the Parties regarding the 

performance under this Agreement, or the interpretation or applicability of any provision of this Agreement, 

the Parties shall in good faith first attempt to negotiate an understanding or resolution of that dispute. Failing 

to do so, the Parties shall next proceed to mediate the dispute using an independent third party to mediate the 

particular dispute whose expense shall be shared equally by the Parties. Selection of the independent third-

party mediator and the rules of mediation, shall be mutually agreeable to the Parties. Should the parties be 

unable to agree on an independent third-party mediator, or on the rules of mediation, they shall resort to the 

presiding judge of the Kent County Circuit Court to make the selection of a qualified person, and provide 

the rules of mediation, and the circuit court decision as to the identity of the qualified person and the 

governing rules shall be binding on the parties. In the event the dispute is not resolved by mediation, the 

Parties irrevocably consent to the jurisdiction of the Kent County Circuit Court, to determine all issues 

which may arise under this Agreement. This Agreement shall be interpreted and enforced under the laws of 

the State of Michigan.  

Absent mutual consent by both parties, in the event that one of the parties brings a dispute 

immediately to court without first following the above mentioned dispute resolution process, then the party 

opposing court action shall be entitled to recover reasonable attorney’s fees and costs from the party 

initiating the litigation if either: (a) the parties are ordered by the court to follow the dispute resolution 
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process outlined above or (b) the dispute is litigated and judgment is awarded in favor of the party opposing 

or which did not initiate court action before the mediation process. 

22. Mutual Aid. After the Fire Services Agreement expires, Gaines has no obligation to 

provide any services to Byron absent a new mutual aid agreement entered into between the parties after the 

Fire Services Agreement expires.  

23. Severability. If any provision of this Agreement should be deemed invalid, illegal, or 

unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, the validity, legality and enforceability of the remaining 

provisions of this Agreement shall not in any way be affected, impaired or prejudiced thereby, and this 

Agreement shall otherwise remain in full force and effect.   

24. Interruption of Performance. Neither party hereto shall be responsible or liable to the 

other for any loss of business or any other damages caused by an interruption of this Agreement where such 

interruption is due to war, rebellion or insurrection, act of God, fire, government statute, order or regulation 

prohibiting or interfering with the performance of this Agreement.   

25. No Third-Party Beneficiaries. Nothing in this Agreement shall be intended or deemed to 

confer third-party beneficiary status or rights, pursuant to MCL 600.1405 or under any other statute or under 

the common law, to any person, governmental unit, or entity that is not a party to this Agreement. 

26. Counterparts; Copies. This Agreement may be signed in any number of counterparts 

with the same effect as if the signature on each such counterpart were upon the same instrument. Each 

executed copy shall be deemed to be an executed original for all purposes.  

27. Acknowledgement. By executing this Agreement, the Parties acknowledge that they have 

had adequate time to reflect upon, consider, and consult with legal counsel concerning the terms of this 

Agreement and execute the same voluntarily and free from improper influence or duress.   

28. Follow Through. The Parties agree to execute and deliver such additional documents and 

perform such additional acts as may become reasonably necessary to effectuate the provisions of this 

Agreement.   

29. Authorization. This Contract Termination Agreement has been duly authorized, executed 

and delivered by the Parties and constitutes a legal, valid, and binding obligation upon each of them and 

enforceable in accordance with its terms. Each person placing his/her signature below represents and 

warrants that he/she is duly authorized to execute this Agreement on behalf of Gaines and Byron as is 

respectively applicable. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Contract Termination Agreement between Gaines Charter 

Township and Byron Township has been entered into and signed on the________day of                                                  

___________________, 2024. 

 

GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP   BYRON TOWNSHIP 

 

By: _____________________________   By: _______________________ 

Robert DeWard, Supervisor     Donald Tillema, Supervisor 

 

 

And by:____________________________   And by: ______________________ 

Michael A. Brew, Clerk      Peggy Sattler, Clerk 
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MEMO 
Staff Communication-Action Required 

 

DATE:       May 8, 2024 
TO:           Gaines Charter Township  
FROM:      Rod Weersing, Township Manager 
RE:            Fire Services Agreement 

 

SUMMARY OF TOPIC: 

The Cutlerville Fire Department Advisory Committee has been working with the Township 
attorney to draft a fire services agreement that will be offered to Byron Township. Under the 
Intergovernmental Agreement, the Township remaining in the existing Cutlerville Fire Station 
is required to offer a fire services agreement with at least a one-year duration to the Township 
that is leaving the station. This agreement does provide options for Byron to extend the 
agreement until they are able to cover their portion of the Cutlerville service area. They are 
also able to cancel the agreement with six months’ notice. The committee reviewed several 
fire services agreements from throughout the State and has recommended the attached 
version for Board approval. 

BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED:  

None currently. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that you approve this agreement. 



FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICES AGREEMENT 

 

FOR VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby 

acknowledged, this Fire and Rescue Services Agreement (the “Agreement”) is entered into as 

of July 26, 2024, by and between the Charter Township of Gaines, a Michigan charter township, 

located in the County of Kent, State of Michigan and whose offices are located at 8555 

Kalamazoo Avenue, S.E., Caledonia, Michigan 49316 (“Gaines”), and the Township of Byron, 

a Michigan general law township, located in the County of Kent, State of Michigan, whose 

offices are located at 8085 Byron Center Avenue, Byron Center, Michigan 49315 (“Byron”) 

(together herein referred to collectively as “the Parties”).   

 

RECITALS 

 

A. On May 11, 2020, Byron and Gaines executed an Amended and Restated 

Intergovernmental Agreement for the Operation, Funding and Maintenance of the 

Cutlerville Fire Department (“Cutlerville Agreement”).  

 

B. On or about July 26, 2023, Byron exercised its right to provide Gaines one-year 

advanced notice of its intent to terminate the Cutlerville Agreement.  

 

C. Pursuant to Article XIX of the Cutlerville Agreement, upon termination, Gaines is 

required to offer Byron a contract for fire protection service for services (“Services”) 

in the portion of the former Cutlerville Fire Department coverage area that was within 

Byron Township as depicted on Attachment 1 (“Coverage Area”). 

 

D. Various state statutes (including MCL 41.801 et seq.) authorize Michigan townships 

and municipalities to contract for the providing of fire protection services within their 

respective jurisdictional areas.   

 

E. The Parties hereto agree that it is in the best interest for the health, safety and welfare 

of the residents, property owners and visitors of and to Gaines and Byron that this 

Agreement be entered into by the parties hereto.  This Agreement satisfies Article 

XIX of the Cutlerville Agreement for Gaines to offer such a contract to Byron.   

 

F. Pursuant to this Agreement, Gaines agrees to provide firefighting and emergency 

rescue services as provided in this Agreement (i.e. the Services) to Byron for a 

duration set forth in this Agreement.   

 

AGREEMENT 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. Nomenclature. Gaines shall retain and utilize the “Cutlerville Fire Department” name, 



 

but Byron shall not do so.   

 

2. Fire And Rescue Services.  Upon a call for service within the Coverage Area, Gaines 

shall furnish Byron with general firefighting and emergency rescue services for the 

protection of persons and property in the Coverage Area with the exclusion of Medical 

Level Three (3) calls. Together, these services shall be referred to as “the Services” in 

this Agreement. Gaines shall not, however, provide smoke detector installation, fire 

inspections, fire code enforcement, pre-plan reviews or other types of services not 

expressly included in this Agreement within the Coverage Area. All available fire 

apparatus owned by Gaines will be made available to respond to a call within the 

Coverage Area. Apparatus response to any call shall be at the discretion of the Gaines 

Fire Chief, or the Chief’s designee. If additional manpower and equipment are necessary, 

Gaines may respond with additional units at the discretion of the Gaines Fire Chief, or 

the Chief’s designee.  

 

3. Quality of Services. Gaines shall provide the Services to Byron in a lawful and 

reasonable fashion, and Gaines shall furnish only fire protection and emergency rescue 

personnel who have successfully completed the Michigan Fire Fighters Council training 

program in connection with the Services.   

 

4. Area to be Served. Gaines shall provide the Services to that portion of the former 

Cutlerville Fire Department coverage area that is within Byron Township for the portion 

of the former Cutlerville Fire Department coverage area that was within Byron Township 

as depicted on Attachment 1 (“Coverage Area”). 

 

5. Compensation. Byron shall compensate Gaines for the Services by paying an $800 fee 

per call. Any additional call time after the first hour will be billed at $600 per hour for 

each additional hour after the initial hour. Incidents that do not require traditional fire 

and rescue apparatus, and may be managed with a Command Car, will be charged at a 

rate of $90 per hour (after the first hour at $800 per hour). Examples of this may include, 

but are not limited to, burn complaint checks, carbon monoxide alarms, and other good 

intent calls. A “call” shall be any dispatch generated request for service within the 

Coverage Area. Call time shall be recorded beginning when the call is dispatched and 

ending when all response vehicles and personnel have completed all tasks associated 

with the call. Additional hours shall be measured by rounding forward to the nearest 

quarter hour. Any calls for service within the Coverage Area will have a call charge paid 

to Gaines unless the Gaines Fire Chief, or the Chief’s designee, assigns another non-

Gaines department to take first response on the call. All charges will be billed to Byron 

on a quarterly basis along with an additional 5% administrative fee. Gaines shall provide 

to Byron quarterly Fire Department activity reports relating to fire services performed 

within Byron. 

 

6. Staffing. The number of firefighting personnel furnished by Gaines for any fire-related 

or medical call will be determined by the Gaines Fire Chief, or the Chief’s designee. 

Gaines is and shall be regarded, designated, and considered to be the employer with 

respect to all personnel whom Gaines may select and assign to provide the Services under 



 

this Agreement. Gaines shall be exclusively and solely responsible for hiring, training, 

compensating, retaining, evaluating, disciplining, dismissing and otherwise regulating 

the employment terms, conditions, employment rights, compensation, and the payment 

of all wages, statutory and other fringe benefits, disability payments, and other similar 

matters relative to all personnel Gaines utilizes in connection with providing the Services 

under this Agreement. Gaines shall be responsible for all payment of social security, 

unemployment, and disability insurance, and local, state, and federal tax withholdings 

for its employees. Gaines employees and agents shall not be considered as agents or 

employees of Byron for any purpose and no Gaines employees or agents are entitled 

to any of the rights, compensation, or other benefits which Byron may provide to its own 

employees or agents. 

 

7. No Creation of a Legal Entity; Contractor Status. This Agreement does not create a 

separate legal entity or a public body corporate, or constitute a joint venture or 

partnership. In addition, in the provision of the Services under this Agreement, Gaines 

(its agents, contractors, employees, and personnel), is and shall be always regarded as an 

independent contractor as to Byron.  

 

8. Liability. Gaines shall maintain workers disability insurance coverage on its firefighters 

and rescue personnel, so hired, under the workers compensation law and shall also 

maintain full public liability and property damage insurance coverage on all fire 

apparatus so as to relieve Byron from any and all liability by reason of injury or damage 

to any of said firefighters so hired by Gaines, while serving within Byron, and all liability 

and property damage caused by said apparatus. 

 

All liability to third parties, loss, or damage as a result of claims, demands, costs, or 

judgments arising out of activities, such as direct service delivery, to be carried out by 

Gaines in the performance of this Agreement shall be the responsibility of Gaines, and 

not the responsibility of Byron. However, nothing under this Agreement shall be 

construed as a waiver of Gaines’ right to assert a governmental immunity defense 

pursuant to the Michigan Government Tort Liability Act (GTLA), MCL 691.1401 et 

seq., as amended.  

 

Such requirements of Gaines as specified in this Paragraph 8 shall not apply to the extent 

and degree that any such liability, damage, or loss is caused by or attributable to Byron 

or any of its officials, officers or employees, or by any third parties.  

 

9. Fire Chief Discretion. Except as provided in Paragraph 2 above, the level of response, the 

selection of the appropriate units, personnel and apparatus for response, and a 

determination of priorities between Gaines, Byron, and neighboring calls for cooperative 

fire enforcement activities under mutual aid agreement shall be solely the responsibility 

and decision of the Gaines Fire Chief or the Chief’s designee. It is understood that 

Gaines’ auto and mutual aid to other municipalities and this Agreement shall not be 

construed to restrict or limit the authority of Gaines to enter into such auto or mutual aid 

agreements or to cooperate with or assist other municipal, county, or state fire agencies 

in performing any official powers or duties as authorized by law. The parties hereto agree 



 

that in the event emergencies shall arise or exist in two or more places to which Gaines 

may have agreements to render fire protection and/or rescue services, then and in such event 

the place to which said fire department shall respond shall be at the sole discretion of the 

Gaines Fire Chief or the Chief’s designee, and Gaines shall be relieved from all 

obligations under this Agreement to furnish fire protection and/or rescue services to 

Byron in that event. Gaines shall, however, maintain sufficient agreements for mutual 

aid with other fire departments and shall call on said fire departments to attempt to 

respond to a call for fire protection in Byron in the event Gaines is unable to respond. 

Neither Gaines, nor the Cutlerville Fire Department or its officers or employees shall be 

liable to any party for failure to respond to a request for fire protection or rescue services 

for any reason. 

 

10. Duration; Possible Renewal. This Agreement shall be for a period of one (1) year 

commencing on the date of its execution on July 26, 2024, and ending on July 25, 2025. 

This Agreement may only be extended or renewed at any time pursuant to a writing 

signed by both of the Parties hereto setting forth the terms and conditions of any such 

renewal or extension.  

 

11. Termination. Byron may terminate this Agreement with six (6) months’ written notice 

to Gaines. Gaines may terminate this Agreement with thirty (30) days prior written notice 

to Byron upon a material violation of this Agreement by Byron.   

 

12. Governmental Immunity. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as a waiver or 

lessening of governmental immunity or any other defenses to liability of either Party or 

any elected or appointed officers or employees of either Party under the Governmental 

Tort Liability Act, being 1964 PA 170, as amended, MCL 691.1401, et seq; or any other 

defenses or statutes, which may be available to each governmental unit, its elected and 

appointed officers and officials, and its agents and employees. 

 

13. Ownership of Equipment. All apparatus and equipment owned or purchased by Gaines 

during the term of this Agreement, retained by Gaines after the termination of the 

Cutlerville Agreement, and any reserves for replacement thereof, shall be and remain the 

sole property of Gaines during the term of this Agreement and following the termination, 

expiration, or non-renewal of this Agreement. 

 

14. Non-Discrimination. The Parties shall not discriminate against any employee or 

applicant for employment with respect to hire, terms, conditions or privileges of 

employment, or a matter directly or indirectly related to employment, because of 

religion, race, color, national origin, age, sex, height, weight, genetic information, marital 

status, or disability, pregnancy, veteran status or any other legally protected status. 

 

The Parties further agree not to discriminate against any recipient of services under this 

Agreement due to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, genetic information 

or any other legally protected status in the delivery of Services rendered under this 

Agreement. 

 



 

15. Compliance with Laws/Regulations. Gaines and Byron agree to comply with all 

Federal, State, local laws, rules, and regulations, as applicable. 

 

16. Headings. The headings used in this Agreement are for reference purposes only and shall 

not be a substantive part of this Agreement. 

 

17. Modification of Agreement. None of the terms and provisions of this Agreement may 

be modified or amended in any way except by an instrument in writing executed by 

authorized representatives of both Gaines and Byron. A party proposing an amendment 

shall provide the other party with 60 days’ prior written notice of any proposed 

modifications. 

 

18. Non-Assignment. Neither party may assign this Agreement, nor its rights and duties 

hereunder, nor any interest herein, without the prior express written consent from the 

other party.  

 

19. Entire Agreement. This Agreement constitutes the entire Agreement between the Parties 

regarding its subject matter and supersedes any prior or contemporaneous 

understandings or agreements with respect to the Services. 

 

20. No Waiver/Modification. The failure of either party to enforce, at any time, the 

provisions of this Agreement shall not constitute a waiver of such provisions or the right 

of Gaines or Byron at any time to avail themselves of such remedies later as either may 

have for any breach or breaches of such provisions. No waiver, alteration, or 

modification of any provision of this Agreement shall be binding unless committed to 

writing and signed by duly authorized representatives of both Parties. 

 

21. Notice. Any notice or other communications required or permitted under this Agreement 

shall be sufficiently given if in writing and delivered personally or sent by confirmed 

email, facsimile transmission, telex, telecopy or other wire transmission (with request 

for assurance in a manner typical with respect to communications of that type), overnight 

air courier (postage prepaid), registered or certified mail (postage prepaid with return 

receipt requested) addressed to the party’s principal place of business or such other 

address of which the Parties may have given notice. 

 

Unless otherwise specified herein, notices shall be received: (a) on the date delivered, if 

delivered personally, by wire transmission or confirmed facsimile transmission; (b) on 

the next business day after deposit with an overnight air courier; or (c) three (3) business 

days after being signed for, if sent by registered or certified mail.  

 

22. Remedies/Dispute Resolution. Should a dispute arise among the Parties regarding the 

performance under this Agreement, or the interpretation or applicability of any provision 

of this Agreement, the Parties shall in good faith first attempt to negotiate an 

understanding or resolution of that dispute. Failing to do so, the Parties shall next 

proceed to mediate the dispute using an independent third party to mediate the particular 

dispute whose expense shall be shared equally by the Parties. Selection of the 



 

independent third-party mediator and the rules of mediation, shall be mutually agreeable 

to the Parties. Should the parties be unable to agree on an independent third-party 

mediator, or on the rules of mediation, they shall resort to the presiding judge of the Kent 

County Circuit Court to make the selection of a qualified person, and provide the rules 

of mediation, and the circuit court decision as to the identity of the qualified person and 

the governing rules shall be binding on the parties. In the event the dispute is not resolved 

by mediation, the Parties irrevocably consent to the jurisdiction of the Kent County 

Circuit Court to determine all issues which may arise under this Agreement. This 

Agreement shall be interpreted and enforced under the laws of the State of Michigan.  

 

Absent mutual consent by both parties, in the event that one of the parties brings a dispute 

immediately to court without first following the above mentioned dispute resolution 

process, then the party opposing court action shall be entitled to recover reasonable 

attorney’s fees and costs from the party initiating the litigation if either: (a) the parties 

are ordered by the court to follow the dispute resolution process outlined above or (b) 

the dispute is litigated and judgment is awarded in favor of the party opposing or which 

did not initiate court action before the mediation process.   

 

23. Severability. If any provision of this Agreement should be deemed invalid, illegal, or 

unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, the validity, legality and 

enforceability of the remaining provisions of this Agreement shall not in any way be 

affected, impaired or prejudiced thereby. 

 

24. Interruption of Performance. Neither party hereto shall be liable to the other for any 

loss of business or any other damages caused by an interruption of this Agreement where 

such interruption is due to war, rebellion or insurrection, act of God, fire, government 

statute, order or regulation prohibiting or interfering with the performance of this 

Agreement.   

 

25. No Third Party Beneficiaries. Nothing in this Agreement shall be intended to confer 

third-party beneficiary status or rights, pursuant to MCL 600.1405 or under any other 

statute or under the common law, to any person, governmental unit, or entity that is not 

a party to this Agreement. 

 

26. Counterparts; Copies. This Agreement may be signed in any number of counterparts 

with the same effect as if the signature on each such counterpart were upon the same 

instrument. Each executed copy shall be deemed to be an executed original for all 

purposes.  

 

27. Acknowledgement. By executing this Agreement, the Parties acknowledge that they 

have had adequate time to reflect upon, consider, and consult with legal counsel 

concerning the terms of this Agreement and execute the same voluntarily and free from 

improper influence or duress.   

 

28. Follow Through. The Parties agree to execute and deliver such additional documents 

and perform such additional acts as may become reasonably necessary to effectuate the 



 

provisions of this Agreement.   

 

29. Authorization. This Fire and Rescue Services Agreement has been duly authorized, 

executed and delivered by the Parties and constitutes a legal, valid, and binding 

obligation upon each of them and enforceable in accordance with its terms. Each person 

placing his/her signature below represents and warrants that he/she is the signatory duly 

authorized to execute this Agreement on behalf of Gaines and Byron as is respectively 

applicable. 

 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Fire and Rescue Services Agreement between Gaines Charter 

Township and Byron Township has been entered into and signed on the_____day of 

_________________,2024. 

 

 

 GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP   BYRON TOWNSHIP 

 

By: _____________________________   By: _______________________/ 

Robert DeWard, Supervisor     Donald Tillema, Supervisor 

 

 

And by:____________________________   And by: ______________________ 

 Michael A. Brew, Clerk     Peggy Sattler, Clerk 
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MEMO 
Staff Communication-Action Required 

 

DATE:       May 8, 2024 
TO:           Gaines Charter Township  
FROM:      Rod Weersing, Township Manager 
RE:            Gaines Charter Township Fire Department Logo 

 

SUMMARY OF TOPIC: 

The Cutlerville Fire Department Advisory Committee is recommending a new logo to 
be used for the Gaines Charter Township Fire Department. This logo is a combination 
of the current Cutlerville Fire Department logo and the Dutton Fire Department logo. 
As the two departments come together, this new logo will help to set the future of 
the department while maintaining some elements of the former departments. 

BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED:  

None 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that this new logo be adopted. This will help the transition to the 
single department. 























 

MEMO 
Staff Communication-Action Required 

 

DATE:       May 8, 2024 
TO:           Gaines Charter Township  
FROM:      Rod Weersing, Township Manager 
RE:            Metro Fibernet, LLC Metro Act Permit 

 

SUMMARY OF TOPIC: 

Metro Fibernet, LLC, who operates as MetroNet, has submitted a Metro Act Permit for 
Township approval. The company is currently performing fiber installation in the City 
of Kentwood, and they would like to install fiber across the Township north of   M-6. 

The work that MetroNet has been doing in Kentwood is going well.  

BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED:  

None 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the Board approve this request. This installation will provide 
Township residents with another viable option for high-speed internet access. 

































 

MEMO 

Staff Communication-Action Required 

 

DATE:       May 8, 2024 

TO:           Gaines Charter Township  

FROM:      Rod Weersing, Township Manager 

RE:            Renewal of Contract with The Rapid 

 

SUMMARY OF TOPIC: 

Staff received the proposed contract with The Rapid for (their) FY2024-2025.  The contract 

period begins August 27, 2024 and runs through August 28, 2025. 

The contract includes both the line haul service and paratransit (The Go Bus) service. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

Township will realize an increase of approximately 9.30% ($80.28 to $88.10) increase in the 

per hour charge.  This increase will need to be reflected in the FY 2025 budget.  The 

increase for the remainder of 2024 was anticipated and included in the 2024 budget. 

BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED: 

The increase equates to a monthly increase of $409.53 ($4,914.4 annually).  The annual 

expense will be $52,403.83.  No budget action required for 2024, as $55,000 was budgeted 

for 2024.   

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval of the contract. 



AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
 

THE INTERURBAN TRANSIT PARTNERSHIP 
 

AND 
 

GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
 

FOR LINEHAUL AND PARATRANSIT SERVICES 
 
 
 
Agreement made by and between Gaines Charter Township, hereinafter called the “Township”, 
and the Interurban Transit Partnership, hereinafter called “ITP”, with offices at 300 Ellsworth 
Ave., S.W., Grand Rapids, MI, 49503. 
 
 
ARTICLE I – RECITALS 
 
1. Whereas, ITP provides regular bus service over established routes during published hours 

and at published frequencies, and 
 
2. Whereas, ITP has the capability of expanding its bus service, particularly service in the 

Township area, and 
 
3.  Whereas, the expansion of ITP bus service into Gaines Township makes transit service 

available for residents of Gaines Township. 
 
Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Township wishes to enable the use of ITP transit service 
into and within the Township. The responsibilities of the Township and ITP in the execution of 
this resolve are set forth below. 
 
 
ARTICLE II – RESPONSIBILITIES OF ITP 
 
1. ITP shall provide bus service to the Township. The route(s) will be developed in agreement 

with both ITP and the Township. Passenger fares charged for both linehaul and paratransit 
service shall be those currently adopted by the ITP Board. ITP shall retain all passenger 
fare revenue.  

 
2. ITP shall provide paratransit service pursuant to the requirements of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act. All equipment used in providing service to the Township shall be accessible 
to persons with disabilities. The ADA requires paratransit service be provided to those with 
a physical or mental disability who are prevented from utilizing linehaul. The paratransit 
service shall be provided during the same days and hours of operation of the linehaul 
service and shall be provided to those whose trips begin or end within the ¾ mile corridor 
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either side of the linehaul service within the township.  ITP shall perform all certifications 
necessary to determine paratransit eligibility.   

 
3. Liability and Risk 
 

A. ITP shall provide for a Certificate of Insurance to be issued naming the Township 
as an additional insured.  This insurance certificate shall be supplied prior to the 
start of service.  ITP agrees to maintain such insurance for the duration of the 
project or the term for which services will be rendered. 

 
• Workmen’s Compensation (including occupational disease) under the terms of 

the Michigan Workmen’s Compensation Act. 
 
• General Liability:  $3,000,000 ultimate net loss each occurrence. 
 
• Automobile Liability:  $3,000,000 ultimate net loss each occurrence. 

 
 

ARTICLE III – RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE TOWNSHIP 
 

For linehaul and paratransit service: 
 
The Township shall pay for all hours of service that a bus(es) is in revenue service within the 
Township’s boundaries per an hourly rate according to the applicable fiscal year (as defined in 
Article V). 
 
The cost per hour to the Township, after Michigan Department of Transportation State Operating 
Assistance, is as follows: 

 
FY 2024: $80.28 per revenue hour; FY 2025: $88.10 per revenue hour 

 
Invoices will be submitted by the ITP monthly and shall be paid by the Township within 30 days 
of receipt. 

 
 

ARTICLE IV – MARKETING AND INFORMATION 
 
ITP shall provide all materials, schedules, and maps necessary to promote the service. 
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ARTICLE V – ITP FISCAL YEAR SCHEDULE 
 
For purposes of this agreement, ITP’s fiscal year schedule shall be defined as below: 
 

FY 2024: October 1, 2023 – September 30, 2024  
 
FY 2025: October 1, 2024 – September 30, 2025 

 
 
ARTICLE VI – TERM OF AGREEMENT 
 
1. This Agreement shall be effective starting August 27, 2024 through August 28, 2025 (the 

“Term”). The Township shall make its intentions to ITP for renewal of the agreement or 
desired service changes on or before June 15, 2024 for Fall 2024 service. 

 
2. Hourly contract rates may be adjusted annually based upon inflationary increases in 

operating expenses, a decrease in local or State revenues to ITP, or a change in the 
service levels provided to the Township. 

 
3. This Agreement may be terminated by either party with a minimum three-month prior 

written notification to the other party. 
 
4. If at any time during the term of this Agreement, either party shall fail to satisfactorily 

meet the provisions of this Agreement, the dissatisfied party shall so advise the other 
party by registered mail, indicating in specific detail the nature and basis of its 
dissatisfaction.  If the complaint is based on reasonable cause, the party to whom the 
complaint is addressed shall have an opportunity to correct the situation giving rise to the 
complaint within forty-five (45) days written notice by registered mail. 

 
 
ARTICLE VII – ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS 
 
1. ITP shall install all bus stops within the Township service area at its expense. 
 
2. Service shall only be offered on days which the ITP linehaul operates, the hours of service 

shall be mutually agreed upon and made part of this agreement as attachment “A”. 
 

3. Additional services may be provided as permitted under Federal Transit Administration 
charter regulations. Under these guidelines, the service must be advertised and open to 
the general public. ITP must control the route and determine the fares to be charged. Any 
trips which do not meet these criteria, as determined by ITP, must first be offered to the 
private sector. The cost for any charter work shall be at ITP’s current charter rate. 
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The Agreement is dated the _______ day of __________, 2024. 
 
 
INTERURBAN TRANSIT PARTNERSHIP GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
 
 
By: ______________________________ By: ______________________________ 
  Chief Executive Officer  Appointed Officer 
 
 
Attest: ___________________________ Attest: ___________________________ 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

FY 2024/2025 Fixed-Route Services in Gaines Charter Township 
August 27, 2024 – August 28, 2025 

 
 

ROUTE DESCRIPTION 
 
South on Eastern, west/north on Woodfield Drive through Woodfield Apartments. 
 
 
FREQUENCY OF SERVICE 
 
Weekday:  Every 15-minutes  
Weekday evening: Every 30-minutes 
Saturday morning: Every 60-minutes 
Saturday midday: Every 30-minutes 
Saturday evening: Every 60-minutes 
Sunday:  Every 60-minutes 
 
 
HOURS OF SERVICE 
    
Weekday:    5:45 AM to 7:00 PM 
Weekday evening: 7:00 PM to 10:30 PM 
Saturday morning: 5:15 AM to 9:30 AM 
Saturday midday: 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM 
Saturday evening: 5:00 PM to 10:00 PM 
Sunday:  7:00 AM to 7:00 PM 
 
 
OPERATING DAYS 
 
Weekdays: 254 (25 in FY 24; 232 in FY 25) 
Saturdays: 53 (5 in FY 24; 46 in FY 25) 
Sundays: 52 (5 in FY 24; 48 in FY 25) 
 
 
COST OF SERVICE 
 
Billable Hours: 600 (58.33 in FY 24; 541.67 in FY 25) 
Contract Rate: $80.28 (FY 2); $88.10 (FY 25) 
Total Cost: $52,403.83 
 

Figure 1 - FY 2023/2024 Route 4 
alignment in Gaines Charter Township 



 

MEMO 
Staff Communication-Action Required 

 

DATE:       May 8, 2024 
TO:           Gaines Charter Township  
FROM:      Rod Weersing, Township Manager 
RE:            Prairie Wolf Park – Prairie Section Maintenance 

 

SUMMARY OF TOPIC: 

There is a section of the prairie that is in need of some professional attention. The 
Parks and Trails Committee has been trying to establish canary reed grass in this 
section. It is currently being overrun by woody plants, briars and giant ragweed. 

The Township has worked with Black River Habitats in the past to re-establish other 
sections of the prairie. This arrangement has worked very well. Black River will come 
in to help combat the invasive species and then the Committee will be able to work 
on re-establishing and maintaining the canary reed grass.  

This is presenting as a recommendation from the Parks and Trails Committee. 

BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED:  

None – There is money in the budget for Grounds Improvement. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the Board approve this request to help get control of this 
section of the prairie. 



Black River Habitats, LLC
6476 144th Ave
Holland, MI  49423
(269) 208-6275
brhabitats@yahoo.com
www.blackriverhabitats.com

Estimate

ADDRESS

Gaines Township

ESTIMATE # DATE EXPIRATION DATE

1331 05/03/2024 05/31/2024

SALES REP
Keith Kluting

DATE ACTIVITY AMOUNT

Maintenance Mowing
Prairie Maintenance Mowing.  Price is per mow.

400.00

Herbicide Application:Spot Spraying
Spot Spraying for noxious and invasive weeds and 
woody species.  Price includes chemicals and is for 
the treatment of 1 unit of the prairie.

500.00

Site Evaluation
Price is per site visit and includes a brief report.

250.00

Herbicide Application
Herbicide applications (3) for seeding preparation for 
last prairie unit.

1,200.00

Prairie Wolf Park prairie project. TOTAL $2,350.00

Accepted By Accepted Date



























 

MEMO 
Staff Communication-Action Required 

 

DATE:       May 8, 2024 
TO:           Gaines Charter Township  
FROM:      Rod Weersing, Township Manager 
RE:            Buses by the Beach, Inc. Charitable Gaming Request 

 

SUMMARY OF TOPIC: 

Buses by the Beach, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and is registered at an 
address in the Township. They are a group of Volkswagen Van enthusiasts that host 
fund raising events throughout the year. They would like to hold daily 50/50 drawings 
at their upcoming Memorial Day event.  

The sole beneficiary of their fundraising efforts is Phoenix Society. Phoenix Society 
serves burn survivors, their loved ones, burn care professionals, and researchers. 
Buses by the Beach has donated more than $300,000 to Phoenix Society since 2003. 

BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED:  

None 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval of this request. 































 

MEMO 
Staff Communication-Action Required 

 

DATE:       May 8, 2024 
TO:           Gaines Charter Township 
FROM:      Rod Weersing, Township  
RE:            Crystal Springs, Little Firecracker (kids) Parade  

 

SUMMARY OF TOPIC: 

Staff received a request to close several streets in Crystal Springs for the 4th annual 
Little Firecracker (kids) Parade. 

Coordinators would like to hold the parade June 29th, between 9:30AM to 11:00AM.  
A map of the proposed map and road closures is attached (note this is the same 
route as 2022). After the parade, they are requesting that the Heather Ridge cul-de-
sac remain closed until noon to accommodate a block party for participants. 

 The Kent County Road Commission requires that the Township review such requests  
and then file an application with the Road Commission if the Board agrees with the 
request.  

 Both the Sherriff Department and fire services will be advised of the event. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

Neither the Township nor the Road Commission will provide any physical, logistical, or 
financial support to the event. 

BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED:   None 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends the Board approve the road closure request.   
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